
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

,,Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION CUSTOMS/ 
WEIHNACHTSFEIERBRA.UCHE 

bringer of gifts: der Gabenbringer, die Gabenbringer 

Christ child: das Christkind 

Forget Santa - Meet the Christkind! 

Today I'm going to tell you about a German Christmas tradition that I remember 

very fondly from my childhood. It's not something celebrated in the UK, but it's 
popular in Germany, and I think it makes Christmas really magical for children 
(even moreso than Santa does). I'm going to tell you about the Christkind. 

The Christkind (sometimes known affectionately as Christkindl} is a traditional giver of gifts at 

Christmas time, mainly in European countries including Germany, Austria, Czech Republic, 

Liechtenstein, Hungary, Slovakia and Switzerland. The word Christkind translates to 'Christ Child'. 

The Christkind is depicted as an angelic figure with blond hair and wings. Vintage Christmas 

postcards like these ones capture the magical feeling of the Christkind perfectly: 

What does the Christkind do? 

This is all very, very exciting if you are a child! The Christkind brings ch ildren their Geschenke 

(presents} on December 24th and leaves them underneath the Weihnachtsbaum (Christmas tree). 

Parents tell their children that the Christkind won't come if they try to spot him. He is not meant to 

be seen! Sometimes parents will secretly ring a bell to announce the arrival or departure of the 

Christkind, after which the children go running to find their presents. 

I remember my parents doing this when I was very young: On Christmas eve one year, our doorbell 

rang, and I went running to open it in hope of seeing the Christkind, but when I opened it, all I found 

were a collection of presents on the doormat! Because my parents were in the living room at the 

time, I was convinced it was the Christkind who had brought us the presents. To this day, I have no 

idea how they did that (nor do I want to spoil that memory by finding out!}. But the fact that I still 

remember it proves how magical a thing the Christkind can be for children. 


