
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was losl" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

NIKOLAUSABEND-NICHOLAS EVE 
der 5. Dezember 

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS (WITH HIS SATANIC SIDEKICK) 
"Perchten" meanwhile, figures of good and evil whose origins are possibly pagan, would emerge in 

early January or in the carnival season before Lent, the Christian period of fasting. 

Traditional Perchten processions still exist, such as in Gastein in western Austria where 140 

creatures from mythology and legend "drive out winter" every four years. 

But in recent decades, Krampus and Perchten have merged into hybrids, incorporating other 

influences from horror movies to heavy metal music, and appearing from early November onwards. 

In Schwadorf there was Death himself and an assortment of witches, monks, red-faced Satans, 

black angels and other beasts resembling "Lord of the Rings" ores. 

Confronting fears 

Every Krampus season however, Austrian newspapers are full of stories about drunken young men 

dressed up as monsters causing injuries and mayhem. 

In one such recent event in the town of Volkermarkt, police were called after at least six people were 

injured, reportedly after two rival Krampus groups clashed . 

One therapist near Salzburg, Andrea Hammerer, runs a yearly seminar helping people who are 

scared to go outdoors at this time of year. 

"The sound of the bells goes right to the unconscious," Hammerer told AFP. "We get people to 

confront their fears, we bring in people dressed up as Krampus." 

Krampus performers say spectators can be the problem, grabbing their horns and throwing beer to 

wind them up. 

Some groups held a demo in Klagenfurt recently to protest against negative media coverage. 

But a whiff of danger is perhaps also part of the fun. 

"There's a nice word for it - 'angstlust'," the pleasure of fear, Wolf said. "People love rollercoasters 

for example. There's a kind of comforting frisson about it." 

"When I was little I was a tiny bit scared," said Lukas, 13, getting ready in Schwadorf to appear in his 

Krampus disguise. "But then I became one." 


