
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

NIKOLAUSABEND-NICHOLAS EVE 
der 5. Dezember 

• s. Oezember - On the night of Nikolausabend ("Nicholas Eve") gifts are left for young children. 

The Nikolaus fea.st is on the sixth of December. On the 
night before St. Nikolaus visits all the children. He 
brings the good children cakes, nuts and sweets, He 
brings the bad children a switch. The children must clean 
their shoes and place them before the door. The next morning 
they will find their cakes and sweets in them. 

On the night of December 5th, 
before going to bed, German 
children put shoes outside 
their doors, hoping that St. 
Nikolaus will come. When 

they wake up the next morning, 
their shoes are either filled with 

candies, cookies, and fruit, or there 's 
nothing but a stick in their boot. 

St. Nicholas' Eve 
(December 

the 5th) 

Then comes the 5th of December. On the evening of the 5th, 
N icholas comes down to earth. Much has already been said about 
Nicholas in a separate section - including the fact of a parti
cularly close llnk with this evening. 

SAINT NICHOLAS or Santa Claus or Siinnerklas brings German 
children presents on December 5th, accompanied by a servant 
variously called Knecht Ruprecht, Krampus or Hans Muff. Some
times he calls in person, carrying a big book which is supposed 
to tell him all the t~ings the children have been up to, and 
Ruprecht c:irrics the presents and a birch for the naughty ones; 
sometimes he comes in the night, leaving presents, especially 
fruit, nuts and little biscuits, in the children's shoes, which in 
Friesland they leave by the fireplace as we do our stockings on 
Christmas Eve. In the South, the children find a Klausemann, a 
Santa Claus baked out of bread, on top of the pile. 

That was also the reason why people in some areas forego a 
persona l visit from St. Nicholas. In these places he brings the 
presents secretly by night. Children put out their shoes on the 

previous evening so that the Saint can put something ~ l~ rli~ 
times when people still had an open fireplace in their home, 
children put their shoes under the chimney. Today they put them 
under the bed or next to a radiator. It is still said though that 
sometimes - even in our modern world - there is a little rod in 
some shoes as a warn ing for the recipient. 

December 5 is the traditional children's 
festival of SL Nicholas, tbe patron saint of 
children, bakers, boatmen and raftsmen. Its 
observance in Austria has become increas
ingly firmly established ever sinc.e the 11th 
century. Dressed in his episcopal robes, St. 
Nicholas appears in the evening with his 
contrasting companion, the "Krampus", a 
terrifying, furry figure with a long red 
tongue, horns, and a chain which he rattles 
incessantly. Nicholas asks the children if 
they can recite their prayers by heart, and 
gives them presents of nuts, apples and 
sweets but if the childTen have been naughty 
Krampus brandishes his stick and threatens 
to carry them off in his black bag. In country 
districts it is frequently not the children but 
the young girls who are carried off by the 
black-faced "Bertl" and deposited in the 
snow. 


