
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

NIKOLAUSABEND-NICHOLAS EVE 
KRAMPUSNACHT-KRAMPUS NIGHT 

der 5. Dezern ber 

Sitten und Brauche (customs and traditions) 

Each year on the evening of December 5th, German children polish one of their boots and leave it out 

before they go to sleep. 

They then drift off in the hope that St Nikolaus will visit during the night. If he does, the children awake on 

Nikolaustag to find their boot filled with sweets, treats and presents from the man himself. 

der Nikolaustag - On the evening of December 5th, you'll find many German children leaving out a shoe 

before they go to bed. 
If they've been good during the year, they'll awake on Nikolaus tag to find their shoe stuffed with sweets 

and treats. 

But if not, they'll have to answer to Knecht Ruprecht. 

Nikolaus's terrifying alter-ego, Knecht Ruprecht provides a switch of wood that parents can spank 

naughty children with - a practice that thankfully died out a long time ago. 

It's not the most festive part of Advent, we'll admit. 

But if not, they'll have to answer to Knecht Ruprecht. 

Nikolaus's terrifying alter-ego, Knecht Ruprecht provides a switch of wood that parents can spank 

naughty children with - a practice that thankfully died out a long time ago. 

Nikol•ustag - 6 . Dezembcr 
On t he night of Dec. 5 (in some places, the evening of Dec. 6), in small communities in Austria and the Catholic regions of Germany, a man dressed as der 
Heilige Nikolaus (St. Nicholas, who resembles a bishop and carries a staff) goes from house to house to bring small gifts to the children. Accompanying 
him are several ragged looking, devil-like Krampusse, who mildly scare the children. Although Krampus carries eine Rute (a switch), he only teases the 
children with it, while St. Nicholas hands out small gifts to the children. In some regions, there are other names for both Nikolaus and Krampus (Knecht 
Ruprecht In Germany). Sometimes Krampus/Knecht Ruprecht is the good guy bringing gifts, equal to or replacing St. Nicholas. As early as 1555, St. 
Nicholas brought gifts on Dec. 6, the only "Christmas" gift-giving time during the Middle Ages, and Knecht Ruprecht or Krampus was a more ominous 

figure. 

Nikolaus and Krampus don't always make a personal appearance. In some places today, children still leave their shoes by the window or the door on the 
night of Dec. 5. They awaken the next day (Dec. 6) to discover small gifts and goodies stuffed into the shoes, left by St. Nicholas. This is similar to the 
American Santa Claus custom, although the dates are different. Also similar to American custom, the children may leave a wish list for Nikolaus to pass on 

to the Weihnachtsmann for Christmas. 

When they go to bed at night, the 
children set ou t their shoes filled 
with food (hay or a carrot) for the 
bishop's h orse or donkey. When 
they wake the next morning, the 
fodder is gone and the shoe~ are 
filled with fruits, sweets, and small 

gifts - if the childre n have bee n 
good. If they've been bad, their 
shoes contain only a lump of coal, 
an old potato, a little bag of salt, or 
even a rod o r switch for spanking 
the errant child! 


