
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL snvesterabend 

POST- CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

fireworks: das Feuerwerk 

Fireworks in Germany: What to know about ending year with a bang 
What's more, wherever you walk on the 31st, people are setting off rockets from beer bottles, 

throwing firecrackers into the street and generally being every fireman's worst nightmare. 

The cause of this may be because this is the one time of year people in Germany can actually get 

their hands on fireworks. 

Whereas small fireworks can be sold to people in Germany all year round, stores are only allowed to 

sell larger fireworks - the kind you're likely to set off on Silvester - between December 28th and 

December 30th. The rest of the year you can only get them from certain licensed sellers. 

What's more - you're only really allowed to set off fireworks yourself between the 31st of December 

and the morning of the 1st of January. 

If you set them off any other time, you're likely to get in trouble with the police, or worse, your 

German neighbours. 

But do not fear, firework lovers - there are ways you can get your fix during the other 364 days of the 

year. 

If you're organizing an event at another time - such as a wedding or 50th birthday party - that just 

wouldn't be complete without a few Catherine wheels, you can ring your local law and order 

department to request official approval for a private firework display. 

There are also a huge number of spectacular professional firework displays and competitions you 

can attend every summer across Germany such as the Rhine in Flames, the international firework 

competition in Hanover, Neckar River and Heidelberg Castle illuminations and fireworks - to name 

but a few. 

Fireworks are divided into categories, or 'Klasse', depending on how much explosive they contain. 

This essentially means the bigger the bang, the harder they are to get a hold of. 

Klasse 1 are the smallest and least explosive kinds of fireworks and can be bought by anyone over 

12 years of age. These kinds of fireworks can also be bought and set off all year round. They are 


