
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

POST- CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

What is New Years Eve? Was ist Silvesterfest oder Silvesterabend? 

description: die Beschreibung 

1. Silvesterabend is not a public holiday, but shops and offices close in early 
afternoon on December 31 . 

2. The following practices and traditions are associated with the beginning of the new 
year in German-speaking countries: 

• The evening is filled whh toasts to the new year, eating, drinking, dancing, 
and singing. 

• Ancient customs are remembered. 
• The last day of the year is a normal work day, but the night is celebrated 

everywhere with parties and dances, both at home and in Gasthauser. 
• There are many balls and galas at Tanzveranstaltungen and societies. 
• The new year is greeted with noise and fireworks. 
• Food and drink plays a major role in the celebration 
• Many people make Neujahrsvorsatze (New Year's resolutions). 

3. Here are some characteristics,and customs of the Silvesterfeier (celebration): 
• It is traditionally an occasion for very fine feasting and consumption of "Saint 

Silvester Punch." .. 
• The punch is a mixture of red wines, spiced with cinnamon, sweetened, and 

then heated: Gluhwein 
• The main dish is "Saint Silvester Karpfen" (carp). 
• Traditional foods, old-fashioned games, and beloved folk songs all play an 

important role in the colorful celebrations that take place in various areas. 
• Examples of New Year's greetings (NeujahrsgriiBe) are "Prosit Neujahr!", "ein 

gluckliches Neues Jahr!", and "Viel Gluck im Neuen Jahr!" 

4. ,,And what's with all the mustard-filled doughnuts, firecrackers, and melted lead?" 
Anyone in front of the telly will probably be wolfing down jelly doughnuts too. But watch out! At some point 
some Teutonic jokester thought it would be funny to put mustard in one or two of the Pfannkuchen as a funny 
surprise for his New Year's party guests. _ 

Depending on the weather, celebrations even take place outdoors with fire~orks bei~g 
set off from boats on the numerous mountain lakes and groups of people thickly clad in 

warm coats, hats and scarves, bottles of bubbly in hand climbing up to local vantage 
points to watch the fireworks right across the region as the surrounding snow-covered 
landscape is bathed in moonlight and the sky is bright with stars. It really doesn't get 
much more romantic than this! 

Then it's back indoors in the warm for a bowl of piping hot goulash soup and much later 
in the day on 1st January a hearty brunch of "Weisswurst" (veal sausages) , pretzels 
and wheat beer. What a gr eat start to t he New Year! 


