
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

POST CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

custom: die Sitte, die Sitten 
Tradition of Sylvester, or New Year's Eve 

The night of the Holy Sylvester, the last night of the year, has always been the night of fools and a funny good time. The saint of this day, Pope Sylvester 
I, according to legend is the man who healed from leprosy and baptized the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great. 

• 31 Dezember • New Year's Eve (Silvester) In German Europe Is celebrated with Rreworks and the usual parties and festivities. An unusual New Year's 
custom In Germany is the annual TV broadcast of the "Dinner for One• sketch (in English) - familiar to all Germans. 

In many of the German-speaking areas the change of the year is celebrated noisily and merrily. Guests are invited, and groups attend a "Sylvester Ball." 
There is eating, drinking, dancing and singing. It may be accompanied by the popular "Sylvester" custom of Bleigiessen. A small piece of lead will be 
melted over a flame in an old spoon and dropped into a bowl of cold water. From the shape you can supposedly tell your fortune for the coming year. At 
midnight, when the old year is almost gone and the new year is about to start, glasses are filled with champagne or wine, and toasts and hugs go with 
wishing each other "ein gutes neues Jahr". Some go out into the streets and listen to the bells ringing throughout the land. Others participate in shooting 
in the New Year, or put on their private fireworks. 

For a few minutes people leave their warm houses 
and go out onto the street in o rder to see the fireworks. 
O therwise, New Year's Eve is spent either at home, 
with a number of friends ( unlike Christmas, which is 
celebrated within the narrow family circle), or in res
taurants and bars, where New Year's balls and parties 
are taking place. Since a growing number of Germans 
are taking a second vacation each year, many of them 
celebrate New Year's Eve in a winter sports resort, on 
a sea cruise or in a southern vacation spot. 

On the stroke of midnight, when the bells are begin
ning to ring either outside or on the radio or T.V., peo
ple raise their glasses - w hich are often filled with 
champagne for this occasion 

The Sil:ves,tet, day starts out with 
·'Linsensuppe" ' for lunch. Traditionally. 
each lentil in th!:} lentil soup symbolizes 
one Euro Coin (historically Thaler) that 
one will have extra in the coming year. 
At night, some people choose to go to 
parties held outside in the streets of big 
cities, or to clubs, bars, or private house 
parties. Berlin, for instance, hosts one 
of the largest Silvester Parties in all of 
Europe with millions of people attending 
every year. The center of this huge party 
is the BTandenburg Gate, the $ymbol 
of freedom and unity. Many' Gennans, 
e~cially yo~ ,' meet up to celebrate 
, itb friends ano family memtx rs. Band:. 

play and fu nreo u . 

Particularly lucrative for certain profes
sions like mailmen, garba6e collectors, 
domestic servants is the "Neujahrchen", a 
little (money) present as a way of saying 
"thank you" . 

l The time between Christmas and New 
: Year is rich in old customs and traditions. 
' But the glamour of New Y~ar's Eve balls 
with their freely flowing champagne and 
cold buffets is threatening their existence. 
Only the New Year's Eve custom of telling 
fortunes by the shapes made by molten 
lead dropped into cold water is still as 
popular as ever. This leaden oracle is 
supposed to be particularly significant for 
young women, since from the attained 
shapes it is often possible to deduce the 
profession and thus, possibly, the name of 
the future husband. But apart from future 
lover,s or spouses, quite a variety of things 
can be seen in the pieces of molten lead by 
means of a "symbol chart": luck, misfor-

. tune, travels, financial boosts. . . and, 
1 

with a bit of good will and imagination, all 
those things we somehow secretely wish 
for. 


