
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

POST CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

custom: die Sitte, die Sitten 

Celebrating Silvester in Germany 
As in many other countries, the Germans celebrate Silvester with fireworks, champagne, and boisterous social 
gatherings. Making noise is key: the ruckus of fireworks, firecrackers, drums, whip-cracking and banging 
kitchen utensils has been driving away evil winter spirits since the days of the Germanic Teutons. One of the 
most famous German firework displays takes place at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. Private celebrations with 
Bollern (firecrackers) are also common. 

Neujahrskarte (pron. NOY-yahrs-KAR-tuh) 

Some Germans prefer to send a New Year's card rather than a Christmas card. They wish their friends and family "Ein gutes und gesegnetes neues 
Jahr!" ("a good and blessed New Year") or simply "Prosit Neujahr!" ("Happy New Year!"}. Some also use the New Year's card to tell family and friends 

about events in their life during the past year. 

Send a card - Gennans like to send each other cards wishing a happy ne\, year. Join the fun. 

Einen Guten Butsch! 
Most German speakers are unaware that 
the traditional New Year's ex-pression einen 
guten Rutsch has nothing to do with "slid
ing" (rutschen) in~o the New Year. It actu
ally comes from the Hebrew word rosh, 
meaning "head" or "beginning" -thus, the 
beginning of a new year. Apparently, the 
expression came into German via the Yid
dish expression for "a good beginning" -
as in Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. 
That makes it just one of many German 
(and English) expressions that derive from 
Yiddish_._ 

"Prosit (Prost) Neujahr!" which means "A Toast to the 
New Year!" At first a toaSt is made to the closest mem
bers of the family and then to the rest of the company. 
Later, out in the street, neighbors and even strangers 
will also greet each other ~rost Neujahr" while 
they watch the fireworks. The next day, on the first of 
January, every friend or acquaintance is greeted in the 
same way, or also - a little more formally - with the 
phrase: "ein gutes Neues Jahr" or "ein gluckliches 
Neues Jahr!" 


