
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

POST CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 
New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

custom: die Sitte, die Sitten 
to celebrate: feiern 

HOW TO CELEBRATE NEW YEAR'S EVE LIKE AN AUSTRIAN 

Guten Rutsch! 

Wish your friends a Guten Rutsch before midnight (which translates as "sliding well into the next year" and a 

Frohes neues Jahr after the clock has struck 12. It's traditional to hug and kiss your fellow party guests, and 

then sit back and enjoy the fireworks displays." 

Fortune-telling, Austri~n-style 

BleigieBen is an Austrian tradition of melting lead or tin as a way of predicting what the next year will hold for 

you. You can buy the BleigieBen kits at various shops or stands in most cities. You melt the lead in a spoon over 

a candle or a stove and pour it into a bowl of cold water. The form that the lead makes is used to predict what 

the future holds for you. For example, a bubbly surface can refer to money, a fragile or broken shape could 

mean misfortune. Ships refer to travelling, keys to career advancement, and a horse points to a new car 

$erve up some pork and lentils 

As pigs are considered lucky, it's traditional for many Austrians to cook pork ribs, chops or a roast on New 

Year's Eve - served with fresh horseradish and sometimes lentils. Lentils are also considered to be lucky as they 

are shaped like coins and indicate money and wealth for the New Year. Fish is traditionally eaten on New Year's 

Day, as it swims forward, taking you in the right direction for a fresh year. Cookies, chocolates and marzipan will 

also be prepared in the shape of a pig or a fish, and green peppermint ice-cream is sometimes served in the 

shape of a four-leaf clover. 

Waltz into the New Year 

If you tune into the national broadcaster ORF, it will be playing the Donauwalzer, the traditional song to 

accompany the first moments of the New Year. If you find a good dance partner, then this is the moment to do a 

midnight waltz. 


