
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

POST- CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTSZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

,,Dinner for One" / ,,der 90. Geburtstag" 

stage in the northern British sea resort 
Blackpool in 1963. NDR saw potential 
in the sketch and bought it on the 
spot. Long-time famous German 
entertainer Peter Frankenfeld first 
presented it as a live television show, 
but it had to be filmed in a studio later 
because, at the time, live shows could 
not be taped. Actors Freddie Frinton 
as Butler James and May Warden as 
Miss Sophie were such professionals 
that the filming took only ninety min
utes. Ten years later, it was placed in 
the prime position of the New Year's 
Eve program, where it developed into 
a cult show for generations. 

Nevertheless, the popula1ity of Din
ner for OnP. remained untouched. TV 
stations from Austria to Australia, from 
Sweden to Switzerland, bought the 
piece, and thanks to the two channel 

technique there is even a version for 
the visually impaired in which visual 
effects like James' stumbling over the 
rug are rendered verbally. It is always 
presented in the English version , 
because patriot Frinton, when in Ger
many for the production, refused to 
act in a German version, and it is 
never dubbed. An early color version 
was planned but never realized as 
actor Frin ton died suddenly in 1968. 
There is even a radio version in the 
old northern German dialect Low Ger
man. 

In the course of the years many 
Germans developed the trendy custom 
of friends getting together for a year's 
end dinner a la Miss Sophie, each con
tributing one of the courses or corre
sponding bottles. There are co~k-

May Warden (Miss Sophie) died on October 5, a e 

books and Internet pages with the 
recipes of the Mulligatawny soup, the 
fish plate, the chicken dish and the 
oriental fruit salad, complete with tips 
for the appropriate decoration pieces 
of silver streamers and confetti . There 
are "test your knowledge" quizzes on 
the Internet and in chat rooms, and 
the text has become so popular in 
schools that it is widely used for 
English lessons. 

The most popular German TV 
show of all times is now the perennial 
countdown to midnight on the last day 
of the year, from giant screens to 
portable TV sets, far more popular 
than the Chancellor's New Year 's 
address to the German people. View
ers by the dozens were interviewed last 
New Year's Eve with the same standard 
question: "Why do you keep watching 
this?" One youngster's answer goes for 
all: "Watching Dinner/or One, that is 
when I know the New Year really 
begins." What will the future bring? 
Rest assured, dear reader, that all four 
old gentlemen will be present at Miss 
Sophie's dinner p~rty. So it will be the 
"same procedure as every year.'~ L 

age of eighty-seven. Freddie Frinton died Octobe~ 16, 1968 at_ the age of fifty-seven -
just three weeks i:>rior to a scheduled remake of Dmner .:.:fo:..:.r..:O:..:.n:..:.e:..:.in:..:....:.co.::..:l:..:.o_r. ________ _ _ 


