
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

POST- CHRISTMAS SEASON / NACHWEIHNACHTSZEIT 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

,,Dinner for One" / ,,der 90. Geburtstag" 
Those who stay home on Silvester in Germany are likely to be watching the 1963 TV recording of the 
British comedy sketch "Dinner for one". The programme is an indispensable German New Year's 
tradition since 1972 and holds the Guinness record for being the most frequently repeated TV show in history. 

= ew Year's Eve, a British skit lives on as a cult 
classic in Germany and its popularity makes those 

in other nations shake their beads in wonder 

I 
r's New Year's Eve at the Kreutner 
home in Landshut, Bavaria. Here, 
as in almost eve111 other German 
household at this time of the year, 

the traditional preparations for the 
evening include keeping one eye on 
the TV program so that neither family 
nor guests will miss the highlight. It is 
the common viewing of the sketch Din
ner for One - always in the English ver
sion - which has become as integral a 
part of the end of year celebrations as 

the popping of champagne bottles 
and the melting of little lead nuggets 
to get a glimpse of the future. 

The old black and white screenplay 
- broadcast on many TV stations right 
before midnight each December 31 , 
guarantees eighteen minutes of unin
terrupted delight culminating in the 
joint repetition of the famous punch 
line "Same procedure as every year!" 
which is known to virtually every living 
German, even those with li ttle or no 

command of the English language. 
The play itself features aristocratic 

Miss Sophie celebrating her ninetieth 
birthday with a dinner party for her 
closest men friends. Due to the 
absence of the four invited gentlemen 
who have all deceased long ago, Butler 
James, whi le serving d inner and 
drinks, has to simultaneously play 
their roles and pretend nothing has 
changed over the years. Miss Sophie 
has James serve a four-course dinner, 


