
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Neujahrstag 

NACHWEIHNACHTSZEIT 

Neujahrstag (der 1. Januar): New Years Day 

Neujahrstagsitte: New Years Day custom 
Neujahrstagskispringen: New Years Day ski jumping 

Watching Four Hills Ski Jumping is a New Year's Tradition 

The Ski Jump in Bischofsho~n. Austria, one of the 

venues of the Four Hills ski-jumping tournament. 

Watching championship sports on New Year's Day is a tradition that Americans and Germans share. In 
the United States it's college football bowl games. In Germany it's the Four Hills ski-jumping tournament. 

The Four Hills Tournament, a combination of four World Cup events held in Germany and Austria, 
begins on Wednesday in the German town of Oberstdorf. If it's New Year's Day, it must be Garmisch
Partenkircken. The tournament then move~ to Austria for competition in Innsbruck and Bischofshofen on 

January 3 and January 6. 

Aside from its occurrence in' the midst of the holidays, the Four Hills is also unique for its unconventional 
knock-out style competition. At the first hill in Oberstdorf, each of the 50 participants is pitted against one 

other jumper. Then the 25 winners of these matches, plus the five highest-scoring "lucky losers," 
advance to the next hill. Most tournaments are based upon a cumulative comparison, whereby the best 

30 advance. At the Four Hills, though, the tension is palpable as each hill sees the field whittled down 

farther and farther. 

The youngster on the German squad celebrates his 
first World Cup gold at Harrachov, Czech Republic on December 11. 
As the tournament whittles, Germany will doubtlessly pin much of its hope on 20-year-old Richard 
Freitag being among the last skiers. Freitag's ascension to stardom has been picking up speed recently , 

after he took gold at a World Cup event in the Czech hamlet of Tarrachov, following in the skis of his 
father Helger, who did the same thing in 1983. But Freitag was not the only German on the medal stand 
in Tarrachov. Severin Freund, another jumper who will taste the rarefied air of the Four Hills, came in 
third. 


