
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Neujahrsta 

NACHWEIHNACHTSZEIT 

Neujahrstag (der 1. Januar): New Years Day 

Neujah~stagsitte: New Years Day custom 
Neujahrstagskispringen: New Years Day ski jumping 

Over the in Germany and Austria, the famous Ski Jumping 'Four Hills Tournament' 
('Vierschanzentournee') is held. It starts in Germany with Oberstdorf (Germany) on the 
29th or 30th December and Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany) on New Years Day and 
continues in Austria with Innsbruck (Austria) on 3rd or 4th of January and 
Bischofshofen (Austria) on the 6th January. I'm a big Ski Jumping fan, so I watch it! 

The Week in Germany 
When the New Year arrives, many Germans turn to their television 
sets to watch one of their favorite winter sports: ski jumping. 

The Four Hills Tournament (called the Vierschanzentournee in 
German) always takes place at the turn of the year - a ski jumping 
competition that is held over the course of about a week in fou r 
different locations. Typically, the tournament takes place in 
Oberstdorf (Germany), Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany), 
Innsbruck (Austria) and Bischofshofen (Austria) and includes 50 

competitors. 

For those of you unfamiliar with ski jumping, it is a sport in which 
skiers descend a takeoff ramp and jump with as much power as they can, striving to fly as far as possible 
before landing on the ramp. The current world record is held by Norwegian ski jumper Anders Fannemel, 
who soared 251.5 meters last year in Norway. And it's no surprise that a Norwegian holds the title: ski 
jumping originated in Norway in the early 19th century, and the city of Oslo's ski jumping hill 
(Holmenkollbakken) remains a central destination for ski jumpers. Since its origins, however, ski jumping 
has become immensely popular throughout Europe - including Germany, which has 14 ski jumping ramps 
of its own (more than Norway's seven ramps). In fact, Germany has more active competition hills than any 

other country worldwide. 

Since ski jumping was added to the men's Winter Olympics in 1 92_4 (and the women's Winter Olympics in 

2014), it has only grown in popularity. 

The annual Four Hills Tournament is a World Cup event, which 
means that winners receive points toward the world cup. Prior to 
this year, Germany, Austria and Finland had each won the Four 
Hills Tournament 16 times. Today was the last day of the 
tournament, and Polish ski jumper Kamil Stoch was declared the 
overall winner. Congratulations to all who participated! 

Nicole Glass 

Editor, The Week in Germany ---


