
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL N · h t eu a rs a 

NACHWEIHNACHTSZEIT 

Neujahrstag (der 1. Januar): New Years Day 

Neujahrstagsitte: New Years Day custom 
Neujahrstagskispringen: New Years Day ski jumping 

In fact, Germany will send a number of ski jumpers to compete, including Freitag, Freund, Olympic silver 
-m~dalist Michael Neumayer and many others. Although none of the Germans jumped their longest 
dur~ng the last event before the Four Hills, which took place the weekend of the 20th in Engelberg, 
Switzerland, they are not letting it dull their enthusiasm before the big tournament. 

A scene from last year's_f our Hill's finale in 
Bischoffshofen, Austria. 

"This is not the end of the world," said Freund, according to Sport1, after his 240.2 total points only 
garnered the 16th spot in the Four Hills warm-up. "I've no doubts about the tournament, I know I can call 

up my potential." 

With a total of 264.7 points, Austria's Andreas Kofler won the World Cup event in the Swiss Alps, which 
extended his overall points advantage for the year. Coming in second was Kamil Stoch of Poland, and 

Norwegian Anders Bardal rounded out the podium, taking bronze. 

As each of the four hills gathers form on the horizon, Kofler is followed in the overall World Cup 
standings by Bardal; but Freitag is in fourth , after a botched landing kept him off the medal stand in 
Engelberg. Just two spots behind him stands his countryman Freund, and sitting right between them in 

fifth is the winner of last year's Four Hills Tournament, Austria's Thomas Morgenstern. 

The view from inside a heated VIP tent. 

Surely a handicapper's nightmare because of its 50 competitors anyway, predicting this year's winner 
will get no easier due to the conglomerate of young and veteran stars crowding round the season-long 

standings. ---
But someone's got to be king. Each town has been reporting sufficient snow cover since December 21 
according to the tournament's website, so the Four Hills merely wait to crown the first, flying king of the 

new year. 


