
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Silvesterabend 

NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT / POST CHRISTMAS SEASON 

New Year's Eve: Silvesterabend (der 31. Dezember) 

New Years Eve custom: Silvesterabendsitte 

belief: der Glaube, die Glauben 
superstition: der Aberglaube, die Aberglauben 

customs for predicting future events: Orakelbrauche 

a. Hochzeitsorakel: wedding oracles 
b. BleigieBen: lead pouring and interpreting resulting figures 
c. Schuhwerfen: shoe throwing 
d. Zwiebelkalender: onion calendar 
e. Bibelstechen: Bible poking, read the Bible 
f. Gummibaren: gummy bears 
g. Neujahrsvorsatze: New Years resolutions 
h. Tage der Heiligen Nachte: days of 12 Holy Nights 

Country girls throw their shoe over their shoulder and from the position 
in which it falls, they can predict whether or not they will be married in 
the coming year. 

.. 

Only a few old superstitions have survived up to our 
time, and most of these have been modified. In former 
times, people believed that with the help of certain 
signs one could foresee what the New Year would 
bring. For instance, on New Year's Eve unmarried girls 
would try all kinds of magic and consult oracles to find 
out ~f and to ~horn they would ~et married in the 
commg year. 

Of' all the months of the year, December 
is the month of dark secrets, in which every 
day has some special significance as regards 
the weather or the future. It is the month 
when the whole spirit world is astir: witches, 
werewolves, elves, dwarfs, "Frau Perchta" 
and all the turbulent company of the "Wild 
Huntsman" or the "Rider on the \Vhite 
Horse". 

In the country between the rivers Sieg 
and Wupper, the girls used to look into the 
cooking fire to see there the face of their 
future husbands. 

In Silesia. it was a custom of unmarried 
girls to lay on the floor of their rooms at 
midnight and throw a shoe backwards over 
their head. The future husband was going 
to come out of the direction, in which the 
tip of the shoe pointed. 


