
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

Histor -I A ril 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 
Was ist am 4. April 1949 geschehen? 

Annive(sary of the Founding of NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) 

Why DOes the World Need 
What is NATO today? Is 
it yesterday's fashion or 
an indispensable instru
ment? The Heinrich Boll 
Foundation posed the 
question at a two-day 
international conference 
in Berlin. 

N
ATO is experiencing 
an identity crisis. Th_e 
anniversary sumnut 
of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization in early April 
in the German city of Kehl and in 
Strasbourg, France, cannot hide 
that fact. Founded as a Western 
bulwark against threats from the 
Soviet-dominated Communist 
East, now at the beginning of 
the 21st century, NATO doesn't 
know where it is headed. What is 
the point of this mili tary alliance, 
20 years after the end of the Cold 
War, the fa ll of the Iron Curtain 
and the inclusion of many former 
Eastern bloc states? 

The world has changed fun
damentally over the past two 
decades. It has become more con
fusing and more complex. The 
number of globally significant 
actors has multiplied. NATO has 
lost its former clarity about the 
geo-political frontlines because 
its old rival, the Warsaw Pact, no 
longer exists. The threats of today 
are of a quite different nature. 

That is proving a vexing prob
lem for NATO. It is an aJliance 
crying out for orientation. Or, as 
Jurgen Trittin, le.ad candidate for 
the Greens in this fall's German 

NATO? 
The Atlantic Alliance searches for a new purpose 

parliamentary elections, put it in 
the lingo of a personal ad: "Spry 
pensioner, 60, seeks part time 
work." 

In the era of East versus West, 
NATO did not fire a single shot 
in anger for more than 40 years. 
Today, its forces a.re engaged in 
_five missions simultaneously and 
are busier than ever. There are 
15,500 NATO troops in Kosovo; 
the Alliance heads the 56,000 
strong ISAF force in Afghanistan; 
it is also fighting piracy, providing 
earthquake relief and combating 
cyber attacks. 

At the summit on April 3 and 
4, the 26-member group is set to 
admit two new members -Albania 
and Croatia. But the heads of state 
and government will not just be 
celebrating. NATO wants to give 
itself a new strategic doctrine. The 
current one dates back to the year 
1999. 

Adapting the concept to the 
challenges!?!_ the present is long 

overdue. Climate change, migra
tion, proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, the nuclear arms 
race, dwindling global resources, 
poverty, cyber terrorism, energy 
security, failing states and asym
metric conflicts all demand a new 
approach. 

Within NA TO it is widely 
accepted that the alliance cannot 

be the solution, that these prob
lems cannot be solved by military 
means alone. 

The main challenge in the future 
will be t~ strengthen economic 
and political entities like the Euro
pean Union, the United States and 
the EU-U.S. transatlantic relation
ship overall, as Daniel Hamilton 

- --
from the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity underlined several times at the 
Berlin conference. But Hamilton 
also pointed out that "NATO 
can play a supporting role" -
especially if it succeeds in gaining 
these actors as partners. 

Jamie Shea, NATO's director 
of policy planning, put it another 
way, pointing out that the Alh
~ce has long since evolved from 
a lone institution into a "network 
among other networks." It is no 
longer the sole decision-maker but 
must constantly reach agreement 
with others, automatically giving 
it a different face. 

But that did not mean that the 
new challenges had made the mili
tary element superfluous, Shea 

argued. He cited Afghanistan 
as an example of how civilian 
reconstruction could not function 
without the stability created and 
maintained by the military. 

Is NATO a global security ser
vice provider? An instrument of 
crisis intervention, p~ibly with 

a UN mandate, to enforce inter
national law, prevent states from 
failing and create stability? Shea 
believes all of those areas could, 
on a case-by-case basis, be areas 
of activity for NATO. 

The Alliance could also gain 
new importance as practically the 
only institutional bridge in the 
transatlantic relationship. "If we 
are united, we can form the core 

of global coalitions," said Ham
ilton. "If we are not united, there 
are no global coalitions - not in 
the fight against climate change, 
not in concerns for energy secu
rity, not in containing terrorism." 

Delegates also believed the 
new American President Barack 
Obama represents an opportunity 
to revive NATO in its political 
function as a forum for transat
lantic security debate. The general 
expectation is that with Obama 
in office, it will be easier to dis
cuss diverging interests instead of 
engaging in ideological disputes 
about good and bad Europeans. 

One urgent question that still 
requires an answer and, accord
ing to the conference participants, 
will remain unanswered is the 
relationship with Russia. Polish 
Deputy Foreign Minister Prze
myslaw Grudzinski pointed out 
that the former Eastern European 
states, in particular, find Article 


