
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

VOLKSTRAUERTAG I DAY OF NATIONAL MOURNING 

As early as Antiquity the honorable mem
ory of citizens and soldiers who lost their 
lives in a war was kept alive by the erecting 
of tombstones and war memorials. The 
graves on the battlefields were protected 
by law and respected by all warring par
ties. This is still true today. The care of 
war graves is based on the Red Cross 
Agreement as well as on respective terms 
of the peac7 t.reaties. 

In the Peace Treaty of Frankfurt of 
1871 , which ended the Franco-German 
War, it was laid down in Article 16 that the 
contracting parties agreed to honor and 
take care of the graves of the other side 
loc_:ated on their territory. Similar regula
tions were stipulated in Article 225 of the 
Treaty of Versailles at the end of World 
War I. 

Since no peace treaty has been signed 
since the end of World War II, and hence 
no regulations with regard to the care of 
war graves binding by international law 
have been agreed upon, intergovernment
al agreements had to take their place so 
that a permanent right to rest for the Ger
man war deaths and the care of their 
.graves in foreign countries could be 
.guaranteed. Thus the Federal Republic of 
Germany has signed war-grave-agree
ments, respectively exchanged verbal 
notes, with 23 countries. Basis for all these I 
agreements is the humanitarian Law of 
Nations, which is particularly manifested 
in the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 
and the Supplementary Agreements from 
1977. 

The Federal Government has laid down 
the rules and regulations for the construc
tion and care of war cemeteries in the 
"Law for the Preservation of Graves of 
Victims of War and Violence", the so
called War Grave Law from May 27, 1952, 
which was again revised and amended on 
July 1, 1965. According to it, the care of 
the approximately l.J: million war graves 

tin this cOuntry ..:. oil more· than 8,000 
municipal or church cemeteries in more 
than 3,000 communities - is the responsi
bility of the individual federal states in the 
scope of their independence in educational 
and cultural matters. The state govern
ments, as a rule, delegate these objectives 
to the appropriate municipal or church 
authorities responsible for the cemeteries. 

Work~ for Peace 

After two world wars the significance of 
the war graves everywhere in the world 
goes far beyond the scope of the Law of 
Nations. Endless rows of crosses - repre
senting millions of .victims- today admon· 
ish us to exercise reconciliation· among 
people. War cemeteri~s .and ~emoriais in 
no no!" ·or the·--victiins of ·vloteii~-Cilnor 
tolerance, reconciliation and thus peace. 

In 1952 the "Volksbund Deutsche 
Kriegsgraberfiirsorge", the German 
association for the care of war graves, on 
instruction of the Federal Government 
was given the objective to look after Ger
man war graves abroad. Today it takes 
care of 1.4 million graves on 324 
cemeteries in 24 countries of Europe and 
North Africa. 

The Volksbund was founded in Berlin 
on December 16, 1919. Besides the impor
tant task of looking after war graves and 
cemeteries, this association tries to clarify 
the fate of unidentified respectively mis
sing victims. For that purpose it has at its 
disposal a central index file with more than 
5 million entries of German victims of the 
two world wars. Furthermore, on request 
of the family, graves are decorated or, if 
they are in foreign countries, photo
graphed, also trips organized for those rel
atives who want to travel abroad to visit 
the soldiers' graves. 

On request of the Volksbund, the 
"Volkstrauertag", day of national mourn
ing, was observed for the first time on 
March 5, 1922 in the Big Hall of the Ger
man Reichstag in Berlin. In 1925 the 
Volkstrauertag was generally accepted 
everywhere in Germany as a national day 
of mourning for the victims of the First 
World War. Since 1950 the annual cere
monious "hour of remembrance for the 
victims of the wars and violence" has been 
held, with few exceptions, in the assembly 


