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!Germany Rememb~rs 
The Victims of War 
And Tyranny 

· The victims of Nazism and the 
soldiers and ciYilians who died in 
two world wars were remembered 
in the Federal Republic of Germany 
on November 15, the Day of National 
Mourning. 

Speaking at a ceremony in the 
Bundestag, Lauritz Lauritzen, the 
Minister of Housing, representing 
Chancellor Willy Brandt, who was 
recovering from illness, said: 

· we remember today the soldiers 
. who fell in two world wars, who 
succumbed to their wounds or died 
as 'prisoners of war; the....men, women 
and children who lost their lives at, 
home. 

· we also remember all those who 
wei'e the victims of tyranny because 
of their convictions or their faith, 
or were killed because they belonged 
to another people or another rac;e. 

·we remember the men, women 
and children, who have died as a I 
consequence of the war and because l 
of the division of Germany. I 

· we share the pain of the bereaved 
for the fa.llen and the dead of all 
peoples who had to suffer under two 
world wars or who still suffer under 
warlike conflicts. 

"We mourn, yet we live in the 
hope of reconciliation among the 
peoples and of peace in the w~rld. 

·. · · 4n of us seek this end. • · 1 J 

Volkstrauertag 

' ffhat, however, does not conclude the 
nmh.ber of the memorial days for the dead, • 
as the State, too, added one. Always on 
the Sunday before the Protestant "Sunday I 
before Advent", this year on 151 
November, the National Day of Mourning• 
is observed. It is dedicated to the memery 
of the dead of the two World Wars arrtf the 
victims of Nazi terror. The day is--IDarked I 

. / 
by numerous small and b1g Cl'lmmemora-
tions at all those places wheT~ memorials, 
former concentration camps, and military 
cemetaries keep awake the memory. 

The Sunday before "Totensonntag" is the German 
national day of mourning, "Volkstrauertag," de
dicated to the victims of National Socialist terror 
and the dead of the two World Wars. Memorial 
events take place at the monuments to the dead 
and elsewhere. 

Memorial Se~lc;;~· __ _. 
In Borin· im int~rconfessi:fnai me

morial ser.v,ice vias: .held ~y ·;¢allio!ic,. 
Jewish· at>.d Protestant leaders'.on· Sun
day, the Day of National Mou~ning. 
It commemorated the deaths every
where that resulted 'from the two• 
world wars, as well as the . vi<::tims1 

claimed by the dictatorship foiiowing 
the attempted assassination of· Adolf 
Hitler on July 20, 1944. 

"The · Day of National Mourning 
calls upon us to heed the voices ·of 
the. dead calling_;for a future without 
war and violence;·7 the depu,ty chair
man of the local _veteran's group, Jan 
Schmitz, s~d ··at ~e wreath-laying 


