
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feierta e im Mai 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UNO FESTE IM MAl: MUTTERTAG 
"Muttertag" means the same thing in German as it does in English- "Mother's Day". In Germany and the 
United States, as in many other countries including Austria, Australia, Brazil, Japan and Italy, it is 
observed on the second Sunday in May. 

And of course the word "Mutter" conjures up mostly warm and fuzzy feelings for most Germans, who 
adore their Moms just like everyone else all over the world. 

Muttertag 

More recently, Ascension Day has acquired an addi
tional significance - obviously under the influence of 
"Mother's Day;' which also comes at this time. Moth
er 's Day, which falls on the second Sunday in May, was 
introduced in the United States in 1914 and in Ger
many in 1923. On this day the mothers, who are 
expected to care for the well-being of their husbands 
and children throughout the year, are served and cod
dled by their families. In spite of good intenti ons, 
Mother's Day has been heavily commercialized. Man
ufacturers and distributors of consumer goods did not 
let this oppo rtunity go by w ithout taking advantage of 
it, and thus mother is not only relieved of her work on 
this day but is also given many presents. 

Today, Mother's Day is a heyday for the 
shop owners. From steam irons to heart 
medicine, everything is praised and sold 
for the well-being of the mother. But de
spite all criticism of this profiteering -
hardly any of the other members of the 
family seriously try to detach themselves 
from the magic of this day- the bouquet of 
flowers nicely wrapped in cellophane is the 
smallest of gestures, as is the short or long 
family excursion, or the coffee in the fami
ly circle. For that, the sports program on 
T .V. or the disco will have to take second 
place. However, this unselfish sacrifice on 
Mother's Day calls for compensation, 
since the month of May is good to every
one - remember? 

A colorful bouquet for 'Mother's Day' 

The (merry) month of May is known as 
the month of love not only to poets and 
lovers. No - we don't want to neglect 
anybody during this month. Even those 
who otherwise do their job in a rather 
unspectacular manner the year round have 
a day on which they are honored with lots 
of love - the mothers. At least since 1907, 
when in the USA Ann Jarvies proclaimed 
one day of the year as a day for all 
mothers. Promoted by an international 
mothers' association, the Salvation Army 
and numerous advertising campaigns, 
Mother's Day is celebrated more or less 
everywhere in the world, in Germany 
since 1923. Its date - second Sunday in 
May - was established in 1933, at the 
beginning of the Third Reich, where 
mothers were honored in a very special 
way anyhow, e .g. by awarding them the 
Mother's Cross. But on this day, a lot was 
done also within the circle of the family, as 
many an old lady will report with nostalgic 
emotion, from the bouquet of meadow 
flowers picked by the daughter via the 
Mother's Day poem learned by heart by 
her little boy to the home-baked and deco
rated cake in the shape .of a heru:t..-


