
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (der 10. November 1483-der 2. Februar 1546) 

Luther and Protestant Reformation 

The Diet of Worms 1521: Changing the face of history 

a tsunami or even the onslaught of an asteroid) in social life of 

the aforementioned areas of the world. All present, including 

Charles' younger brother Ferdinand, and the dignitaries of 

the highest social circles could not believe Luther's decision. 

He wouldn't dare! Yes, he did. And Charles honored his word 

and let Luther leave unscathed. 
Luther, though, had lo hurry and with much luck w3uld 

find shelter in the famous fortress of the Wartburg castle 

where he remained for some years and worked on his famous 

translation of the Bible from Latin and other sources into 

German. This was another bombshell in the aftermath of 

the Diet at Worms. Luther, as we know, united Germans who 

were split into many small countries and independent cities 

and spoke many different dialects to a common language. 

Luther used the language of the royal administration and 

improved it with his own skillful German as an eloquent 

preacher. His language became the basis of today's Standard 

German, a most powerful, expressive, literary language used 

by almosf all German speakers. 

I could fill pages (as many published books have) discussing 

how Luther's firm resolution changed the world. Today, even 

Germany is divided into the Protestant north and the Catholic 

south. Along the German border, small villages may have 

both Catholic and Protestant Churches. This separation also 

reaches in Scandinavian countries in the north of Europe and 

into Catholic countries in the south (France, Portugal, Spain, 

and Italy) as well as across the Atlantic Ocean into Protestant 

North America (e.g. the U.S.) and Catholic Latin America. 

Of course, many events and traditions transpired over five 

centuries yet within the U.S. Lutheran Church some hymns, 

composed in German and translated to English, are still sung. 

Quite a few songbooks list the names of the original German 

poets/writers next to the translator's name. 

The effect of Luther's decision is evident many centuries 

later. The city of Worms, dating into Roman times, is one 

of the oldest cities in Germany. Its cathedral is also one of 

the oldest buildings along the Rhine, and to this day holds 

an important place in Roman Catholic circles. This year the 

city proudly celebrates the 500th Anniversary of the Diet of 

Worms. 


