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LUTHER STATUE IN WORMS 

Thus, it happened half a millennium ago. Martin Lu

ther was summoned to appear in Worms before the 

emperor, the 21-year-old Habsburg ruler Charles V, 

overlord of half the world. In fact, one said that in Charles' 

empire the sun did not set and as he defended the Catholic 

Church and, thus, the Pope in Rome, Charles ruled, among 

other titles, as the Holy Roman Emperor. In this function he 

had summoned his empire leaders to the Diet of Worms in 

spring 1521. Martin Luther, the reformer of church dogmas, 

arrived in this city on April 16, saw the emperor on April 17, 

and was told to revoke his Ninety-five Theses which he had 

published in Wittenberg (also known as Lutherstadt-Witten

berg) four years earlier. His theses had caused great dismay 

in leading Catholic circles. Luther, several years older than 

the young emperor, dared to ask for another day's time to 

reconsiaer the emperor's request. The emperor, centuries 

later described by Goethe in his play Egmont as a strict but 

fair ruler, had guaranteed Luther safe passage to come and 

to leave whatever the outcome. And he granted Luther the 

extra day to decide! 
This point in time must be considered of pivotal importance 

in historical and even modern world affairs.Martin Luther 

had most seriously criticized his Catholic Church and 

became a catalyst of alterations in religious, which turned 

political, affairs and his actions changed the world in the 

most unexpected and cataclysmic way. His refusal to recant 

his Ninety-five Theses caused upheaval and commotion 

among society, led to the Counter-Reformation and the 

Thirty Years' War a century later, and turned North America 

into a haven for European refugees escaping persecution 

from religious intolerance. From Puritanism to Protestants 

as Martin Luther King and his son Martin Luther King, Jr. 

centuries later, Luther's influence is noticeable in many 

other areas as well. And all this stems from Luther's refusal 

to recant his ideas in Worms on April 18, 1521. 

Even though he was young and dependent on the opinion of 

his numerous councilors and advisors Charles V, grandson of 

Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I and son of a strong willed 

Spanish royal mother Joana of Aragon (who lived almost as 

Jong as he did), was already a strong ruler as a youthful man. 

From history we know, Luther did not recant. This decision 

had the impact of a major natural catastrophe (comparable to 


