
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (der 10. November 1483-der 2. Februar 1546) 

A WALK THROUGH EISENACH 
Only about five minutes away from the Luther House, 

there· is one more famous building: the former house 
and now museum devoted to Johann Sebastian Bach, 
the greatest German composer, who was born in Eisen
ach on the twenty-first of March 1685 and did not leave 
the city until the age of ten. The Bach museum is truly 
unique: It provides visitors with the opportunity to have 
an amazing musical experience by presenting Bach's mu
sic in various ways. It is also Germany's most frequented 
music museum and features the largest exhibition about 
Bach's life and music world-wide. The museum regularly 
organizes different group events. For example, it is pos
sible to book an exclusive evening concert in the historic 
hall of instruments. The concert includes a champagne 
reception, Bach concert, and museum tour, and that in 
German, English and French! There are also schools pro
grams with live music played on the historic instruments. 

Just as if the master himself would only be back in a 
minute, the living quarters of the Bach museum vividly 
convey the atmosphere of the bygone days, when play
ing music was a great privilege within bourgeois families. 
Here I was able to enjoy a short Bach concert performed 
on five historical Baroque instruments: two house organs, 
a spinet, clavichord, and harpsichord. Meanwhile, in a 
recently added exhibition hall devoted to Bach's music, 
a "\Valk-in-Composition" transported me right into the 
performance of tluee works by Bach via a one hundred 
eighty-degree multimedia installation. Alternatively, you 
can enjoy famous concertos while sitting in a bubble chair 
,'Ii.th headphones hanging from the ceiling. 

Lutl1er and Bach, two great people with two different 
fortunes, found their home in Eisenach. Although they 
never met, their traces are scattered across Eisenach in many 
different ways. Luther attended tl1e same Latin school as 
Bach, took music lessons, participated in the chm-ch servic
es, and sang in the choir. Later, the famous musician would 
sing in tl1e same choir in Eisenach; and earlier, when Bach 
was born, he was baptized in the church in which Martin 
Luther used to preach. In February 2012, the Bach House 
held an exhibition called "Luilier - the musician, and Bach 
- the Lutheran," as if to enhance the connection between 
the city's two sons. After all, as an important Protestant 
carol writer, Luther himself wrote thirty-eight carols, and 
Bach set at least thirty of them to music. 

The church in Eisenach that both Martin Luther and Jo
hann Sebastian Bach attended is St. George's Church, lo
cated at the market square. Built at the end of the twelfth 
century to honor the patron saint of Eisenach, the church 
played a paramount role during the revolutionary fall of 
the GDR in 1989. It was a place for those who prayed for 
a peaceful end of the regime. Sometimes the church was 
almost as full as it had been when Luther held his services 

here. As I stepped inside the building, 1 tound it awesome 
to stand w1der the pulpit, where Lutl1er preached, with 
tl1e baptismal font of Bach in front my eyes. 
It was already late in the afternoon when I left the church 

and found myself on the vast market square, which is also 
known as the Wednesday market. The sun was shining 

down, and the site was already empty. I headed across the 
square toward the main shopping venue in ilie Karlstrasse, 
passing by a couple of other buildings that attracted my at
tention: tl1e town hall of Eisenach and the city residence, 
which is home to the Thuringian museum and tourist office. 

Karlstrasse is a narrow street brimming with modern 
shops and boutiques that have found their home behind 
stylish facades from the sixteenth to twentieth centuries. 
The street has formed the city's pedestrian zone since 1977 
and is, ,vithout a doubt, the liveliest of all. Leisurely walk
ing through the Karlstreet full of people and vendors sell
ing their local specialties, I finally reached tl1e end of the 
hustle and bustle. Suddenly I found myself at ilie opening 
of a huge square with an impressive architectural ensemble 
at the center of everyone's attention: the St. Nicolas church 
with an adjoining church tower and gate tower which were 
erected around the twelfth century. While the church is be
lieved to be the last remaining basilica in Thuringia, the 
gate is also thought to be the oldest in the region and one 
of the remaining five city gates iliat survived. 

Every year Eisenach attracts around two million visitors. 
Plenty of people come from abroad to see the cultural 
center of Thuringia. Most of them come to ascend the 
main hill and walk through the Wartburg with its abso
lutely gorgeous landscape and intriguing history. Never
theless, I hope that my story helped you reach beyond, 
and now you mil agree that the Wartburg should only be 
a part your sojourn to the city. 


