
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (der 10. November 1483- der 2. Februar 1546) 

A WALK THROUGH EISENACH 
Your visit begins with a walk across the drawbridge, which 
boasts picturesque view of the front courtyard. The old
est object is the palace, built in the twelfth century and 
located in the second courtyard. The dining hall, with its 
wood-beamed ceiling and a huge fireplace on the ground 
floor, as well as the banquet hall, with its magnificent cof
fered ceiling, are surely worth a visit on your tour around 
the landgrave palace. 

Luxuriously embellished with Byzantine-like mosaics, 
the landgraves' room is another must-see in the palace. 
Since the St. Elisabeth ofThuringia (1207 to 1231 ) spent 
most of her life at the Wartburg, this room has come to 
be known as Elisabeth Boudoir. The mosaics depict leg
ends from her life. They tell the story of the St. Elisabeth, 
a daughter of King Andrew XI of Hungry who came to 
Wartburg in 1211 . She was only four years old at the time. 
At the age of fourteen, she married the landgrave's son, 
Louis IV. U nfortunately, the luxurious life at the court 
didn't make her happy; she preferred helping the poor 
and sick instead. Therefore, when her husband died a cru
sader's death, Elisabeth dedicated all her life to charity. 
She was canonized by Pope Gregory IX only four years 
after her death. The church of St. Elisabeth is also located 
in Eisenach. Built at the end of the nineteenth century, 
the church is not a masterpiece from the Middle Ages 
although it looks like one. However, it is quite similar to 

the church of St. Elisabeth in Hessian Marburg, where 
Elisabeth founded a hospital and later died at the age of 
only twenty-four. 

The life of the St. Elisabeth of Thuringia at Wartburg un
doubtedly turned the fortress into a mystical place every
body is curious to wander around. Thanks to Martin Lu -
ther, who spent almost a year - from 1521 to 1522 - here 
translating the New Testament from Old Greek into Ger
man, it became even more mysterious and popular. Before 
exploring the premises of the fortress outside, one should 
see the room called "Luther's room." It was here that Lu
ther spent three hundred days as Junker Jorg, writing down 
the translation of the Bible, a masterpiece that manifested 
the connection between Martin Luther and Wartburg for 
good. The fortress museum also contains numerous trea
smes from the life of the reformer: the portraits of Luther's 
parents and a printed version of the Luther Bible dated 
1514 that contains his handwritten remarks. 

Descending from the fortress back to the city center, 
I could see an even more spectacular place dedicated to 
the life and work of Martin Luther awaited me: Luther's 
House. The reformer lived there with the rich and respect
ed patrician family Cotta as he attended the Latin school in 
Eisenach over five hundred years ago. This house is deemed 
one of the finest examples of "half-timbered-architecture" 
and is the oldest timber-fran1ed building in Eisenach. Since 

1956 it has been home to an interactive museum as well 
'lS historical exhibit, where you, the visitor, encounter the 
world of Luther, first as a scholar, then as a Bible translator 
and church teacher, and finally as a folk educator. 

To get inside the Luther Museum, you go through the 
Bible Cafe, adjoined to the house . As the name implies, 
a solid selection of religious books and Bible prints from 
the sixteenth century are available to visitors. Several tables 
amidst the bookshelves and the smell of fresh made cof
fee create an absolutely pleasant atmosphere to spend a 
couple of hours in reading about the church reformer and 
his time. As I was about to leave, the young man who had 
served me coffee before, said: "Come on the tenth of No
vember again, as there will be some celebrations outside ac
companied by hot soups with sausages and mulled wine!" 
The tenth of November is Luther's Birthday, by the way. 


