
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL GESCHICHTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

PROTESTANT REFORMATION (1517 to 1648) 

The Luther effect: How Protestantism went global 
The US: The modem-day Promised Land? 

Pioneers from Europe brought Protestantism to the British colony in North America 

that would later become the United States. There, it continues to take many forms, 

though unlike in many European counn;es, there is no state church. 

Revival preachers gave Protestantism its voice, and from the 18th century various Great Awakenings led to the development of numerous 

denominations, including the Baptists, Methodists and Pentecostals. 

"Protestantism contributed largely to the development of the American nation and its self-image," say the exhibition organizers in Berlin. 

"It impacted the idea of America as the Promised Land and of the Americans at the Chosen People." 
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A special stamp was issued to commemorate the sooth 

anniversaiy of Luther's theses 

In the East African country of Tanzania, Protestantism is also on the rise, as the 

exhibition shows. With over six million members and 24 dioceses, the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in Tanzania is the largest Lutheran church in Africa and the second 

largest in the world. 

Its origins can be traced back to German, Scandinavian and American missionaries who 

were active in what used to be part of a German colony. 

In addition, the Moravian Church, the Anglican Church and the charismatic movement 

are also significant Protestant groups in Tanzania. These days, Tanzanian missionaries 

work across the African continent, seeing themselves as representatives of original 

Lutheran ideals. 

From the exhibition, the pendant reads "Better a Turk than 
a papist" 

Today, South Korea is the only East Asian country with a large Protestant population. Nearly 30 percent of South Koreans identify as 

Christians. Nearly two-thirds of those are Protestants and the group is growing. The first Protestant missionaries came to Korea towards 

the end of the 19th century. 

This is just some of what awaits visitors to "The Luther Effect" exhibition at the German Historical Museum in Berlin. Marking the sooth 

anniversary of Luther's theses, other major German exhibitions are slated to take place in the cities that played a major role in Luther's life, 

Eisenach and Wittenberg. 


