
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL GESCHICHTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

PROTESTANT REFORMATION (1517 to 1648) 

The Luther effect: How Protestantism went global 

A new oath on wool and silk 

This tapestry embroidered with silk and wool shows the interweaving of Lutheran faith into the state. The Swedish parliament adopted a new law in 1686 

that sealed the unity of the church and state, and Lutheranism became the state religion. The textile from around 1690 shows the swearing-in of the 
representatives of the estates on both the Bible and the Swedish Book of Law. 

The museum in Berlin's Martin-Gropius-Bau promises global time travel across five centuries and four continents. Half a ~ nium after 

Martin Luther nailed bis 95 theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517, the German Historical Museum explores 

the impact of Protestan_j;!filll,_ __ _ 
How has Protestantism affected other denominations and religions? How have people from different cultures adopted Protestant 

teachings? And which conflicts have arisen? 
Germany, Sweden, the US, Korea and Tanzania are the five countries the exhibition takes a closer look at with numerous examples. The 

conclusion is not hard to guess: The Reformation has dramatically impacted modern culture everywhere - from theology and law to 

business ethics and the humanities. From the Thuringian town of Wittenberg, Protestantism has reached the farthest corners of the globe. 

Spanning 3,000 square meters (over 32,000 square feet), the exhibition incorporates more than 500 objects, including rare works of art 

and everyday historical artifacts. It makes use of multimedia methods of presentation that Luther could hardly have imagined in his day -

which paralleled the advent of the printing press. 

Lutheranism in Sweden 

Many religious reforms have been undertaken since the 16th century, but prior to Luther far less people took part in church conflicts. The 

front line didn't just run cleanly benveen reform supporters and opponents. Over time, various Christian interpretations solidified into 

denominations, including Lutherans, Baptists, Anglicans, Protestants, and others. 
Influenced by the Lutheran Reformation, Sweden's King Gustav Wasa renounced 

Rome in 1527. The Uppsala Synod in 1593 made Luther's Protestantism binding for 

the country, and Sweden established a Lutheran state church. 

Seeing itself as a protector of Lutheranism, the Swedish military promptly stormed 

the battle fields of Europe and asserted its position of power. 


