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Luther is famous, but we know little about him. 

Luther and music 

Luther can also be considered as the inventor of the hymn, and wrote several himself. The chorale was one of the defining elements of the 

Reformation movement and an integral part of church services. Since Luther's era, singing together in German has been part of the 

tradition and identity of Protestants. Nothing proves it more than a book of hymns. Some of Luther's songs have even become spiritual folk 

songs. The most well-known one, "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come," is still a popular Christmas carol in Germany today. 

Celibacy and sexuality 

Long before he married Katharina von Bora, Luther had a clear opinion about the sexuality of monks and nuns. He believed that celibacy 

demanded superhuman powers and that only a very few among thousands would be able to be abstain from sex, even with the help of God. 

In short, sexuality and marriage were part of the divine order, in Luther's opinion. Although he was sexually abstinent as a young man, just 

before his wedding he spoke of the "hell of celibacy" that ruined Christians. Ever since, the image of the Protestant vicarage with children 

running around has been a symbol of Protestantism. It was the basis for the broadening of academic education and the pastor's children 

were the first beneficiaries. Even in the 16th century, it was said that pastors had many books and many children. 

Anti-Judaism 

Should a man who spoke and wrote so mercilessly about Jews be celebrated? In light of the Holocaust centuries later, the Protestant 

Church has a problem, especially in the anniversary year. Luther's polemic against the Jewish people reveals unbridled aggression 

combined with dreams of annihilation. Luther himself had little contact with Jews. His ideas about Jews and Muslims stemmed from the 

notion that Christian truth is absolute. His anti-Judaism, however, had nothing to do with the much later anti-Semitism of the Nazis. But 

the National Socialists made ample use of Luther's aggressive tirades. Only in the 1950s did the Protestant Church gradually distance itself 

from Luther's image of Jews. And what about today? His anti-Semitism would probably discredit him, the president of the Geiman 

Protestant Church Congress, Christina Aus der Au, said in an interview with DW. He would probably not have been invited to the Geiman 

Protestant Church Congress today. 


