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Luther is famous, but we know little about him. 
Obey authority 

Luther distinguished between the divine and the worldly realms. The peasants' revolt that was guided by his new doctrine on one hand but 

made social and political demands on the other was an unacceptable mixture of the two realms. With the imminent loss of secular order, 

Luther also saw that his theological concerns were under threat. He urged the authorities to act against the insurgents. 

Luther demanded nothing more than the obedience of subjects to their lords. In the 19th century, his ideas were the foundation of German 

authoritarian governments; however, researchers now have a much more nuanced view on the subject. 

A celebration of the Reformation in Wittenberg in 2013 

Freedom of conscience 

When the function of clergy as a link between the believer and God was, so to speak, abolished, Luther's Reformation filled the vacancy 

with the human conscience. The thoughts and actions of every Christian were no longer a part of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, but instead, 

each person was solely responsible to their own conscience. This was revolutionary, but it had nothing to do with individualism as we know 

it today. To Luther, freedom of conscience meant his conscience was "captive to the Word of God," to use his words. It was simply about 

faith. 

'Here I stand ... ' 

Luther's most famous quote from the Diet of Worms in 1521, where he refused to retract his criticism of the church, has not been 

substantiated. After he had argued on the basis of the Holy Scriptures and his conscience, he finished his speech with the words, "God help 

me. Amen." The added sentence, "Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise," is evidently a legend. It has not been found in the minutes or 

eyewitness accounts. Perhaps it was used for dramatic effect when portraying Luther's steadfastness. 


