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Luther is famous, but we know little about him. 

Nailing the theses 

Luther prepared a collection of arguments and points of criticism as a basis for the debate. According to his own accounts, 95 of these 

points became the theses that he personally nailed with a hammer to the Wittenberg church door. However, this has never been proved. On 

the other hand, the phenomenal effect of these theses quickly spread throughout the country. Luther probably became famous because the 

theses critical of the church were printed on a leaflet that was in circulation. 

The inventor of High German 

Luther translated the New Testament into German in just 11 weeks,. He was not the first to translate the Bible but he was the first to use 

the Greek original as the source text and not the Latin translation. He translated the historical text with great linguistic skill, poeticism and 

imagery; his translation surpassed all previous German translations. Everyone was able to understand the Bible, as he used simple 

language. It was no wonder that his writings rapidly spread with the help of the 16th century's new technology of book printing. He became 

famous despite - or because of - his crude language. "Why don't you fart or burp?" was a question that made him famous as well. 

Martin Luther was professor of moral theology at the University of Wittenberg, which was founded in 1502 

Was Luther a social revolutionary? 

Actually, this is far from the truth. Luther wanted to reform the church and faith matters together with church authorities and not against 

their will. He was not a revolutionary in the modern sense of the word. Present-day historians call him "the last medieval man and the first 

modern one." He was interested in the renewal of faith and rediscovery of religion for individuals and society. The advent of tolerance and 

pluralism was only an indirect consequence of his activities. During the German Peasants' Revolt of 1524-1526, Luther opposed the 

peasants after he bad first called for peace. In his written piece "Against the Murderous, Thieving Hordes of Peasants," he asked authorities 

to use their swords in the name of God. 


