
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (der 10. November 1483-der 2. Februar 1546) 

Luther Decade: celebrating 500 years of the Reformation; 
Luther Country opens its doors 

LUTHER'S SPIRITUAL HOME 
Erfurt was Luther's spiritual home, and 
its here in 1505 where he entered the 
Augustinian Monastery as a monk. In 
Erfurt you can see a reconstruction of 
Luther's room, and even spend a night 
in one of 51 guest rooms. A few miles 
north of Erfurt near Stottemheim is 
a slab of red sandstone where Luther, 
while studying for a law degree, was 
caught in a severe thunderstorm in 
1505, and where he proclaimed he 
wanted to become a monk. 

In Magdeburg, Luther attended 
boarding school and preached in St. 
John's Church in 1524. The colorful 
half-timbered town of Schmalkalden 
is where the Martin Luther hiking trail 
begins. It's in this town where Luther 
presented his Schmalkald Articles, 
which is still used today by Lutherans. 

H alle (Saale), which dates back to 
806, is home to the Francke Founda
tions, a social and educational charity 
which sent Henry Melchior Muhlen
berg to Pennsylvania to found the 
first Lutheran Synod in America. 
It was also here in Halle where the 
State Museum hosted the first ex
hibit of Luther' s many artifacts 
that were found when construction 
workers hit a treasure trove of Lu -
ther family artifacts on his family's 
property in Mansfeld and at the Lu
therhaus in Wittenberg (see August/ 
December 2008 German Life). Halle 
is also where Luther's death mask is 

displayed. In a small room in the Market Church there, you can see the original 
cast of Luther's face and hands as they were on the day of his death. 

The Birthplace of the Reformation- Wittenberg- where Luther spent most 
of his life and where he was first a monk and student, then a professor and priest, 
is right in the center of the celebration. For 35 years, Wittenberg was home to 
Luther, and it's here that he sparked the Reformation with his nailing of the 95 
Theses on the door of the impressive Castle Church. 

Luther was married to the former nun Katharina von Bora in Wittenberg, raised 
his family of six here, continued to write and teach the new faith, and it was here in 
1546 that he was buried at the age of 63; his gravesite is marked inside the church, 
and attracts thousands of visitors each year. 

LUTHER'S WEDDING FESTIVAL 
In June, Luther's Wedding Festival brings as many as 100,000 visitors to Wit

tenberg to witness this romantic celebration. Three days of music, medieval craft 
markets, food and other entertainment, as well as a wedding procession through 
the cobblestone streets, marks the anniversary every year. 

Another important Luther spot is Eisleben, where Luther was born, and where 
he returned many times throughout his life, and where he also died. Today, 
there are still families with his original last name (Luder) living in the area. 

Luther's birth house in Eisleben, noted as the first "heritage tourism" attrac
tion, saw its first paid visitors in 1693; at his house they could see Luther's bed, 
his family's drinking glasses and even fifteenth-century soot in the chimney. 
The church of St. Peter and St. Paul is where Luther was baptized, and in St . 
Andrew's church is where he gave his last sermon. 

Five hundred years after the Reformation, Luther's early footsteps lead to 
twenty-first-century towns and events that continue to celebrate his life and 
his work. Luther, who possessed a sense of humor, would have approved of the 
festivities honoring his life. In 1540 he wrote his wife that staying in Weimar was 
agreeing with him, " ... I'm doing well here. I eat like a Bohemian and drink like 
a German, thanks be to God for this. Amen." 


