
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (der 10. November 1483-der 2. Februar 1546) 

31 OCTOBER 2017: 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF MARTIN LUTHER'S 
DENOUNCEMENT OF ·, dE SALE OF INDULGENCES 

would spend in purgatory by 
1,902,202 years. 

Before we take a closer look 
at the 95 Theses Luther may, 
or may not, have nailed to the 
door of the Schlosskirche on 
that fateful day of October 
1517, a tew clarifications and 
definitions are in order. Who 
was Dr. Martin Luther who 
questioned one of the prac
tices of the Catholic Church 
and ended up destroying the 
unity of the Christian faith in 

saint of his family, Luther joined the roughly 70 ordained 

and 70 lay monks living in tl1e monastery of the Augustin

ian Eremites in the Augitstinerstrasse in Erfi.trt as a novice. 

Not quite two yea.rs later on 3 April 1507, the Bishop of 

Brandenburg ordained Luther. Johann von Staupitz (ca. 

1460-1524), Vicar General of the German Augustinians, 

first dean of the University of Wittenberg and Lutl1er's 

superior, called on him to teach theology in "Wittenberg. 

A Doctor of Theology in 

1512, Luther became chair 
of the Department of The
ology tl1at same year. Three 
years later in 1515 tl1c order 
appointed him vicar of the 

occidental Europe? And what 
arc "indulgences," "purga
tory" and "penance"? 

31 October 2017: The 
500th Anniversary 

Augustinian Province of Sax
ony and Thmingia with over
sight over the eleven mon
asteries in tl1e Province. At 
age 32, Lutl1er had reached 
the zenith of a remarkable 
ecclesiastical calling, but bis 
career was about to take a 

Martin Luther was born on 
10 November 1483 to Hans 
Luther ( or Ludher) and his 
wife Margarethe, nee Linde
mann, in Eisleben in Sa.,'\'.ony. 
The following day being the 
Saint's Day of St. Martin of 

of Martin Luther's 
Denouncement of the 
Sale of Indulgences 
His stand against the practice 
made him an outlaw and a true 
reformer. - · 

different turn . For more than 
a year he had been preaching 
against the sale of indulgenc
es, which seemed to promise 
grace and eternal life wit11out 
true penance. 

Tours (316 or 336-297), 
best known for cutting his 
cloak in two, giving half to 
a poorly clad beggar freez-
ing in the cold of wi nter, 
the baby boy received the 
name Martin at his baptism. 
In 1484 the family moved to Mansfdd where Hans held 

leases for copper mines and smelters. Hans had high am

bitions for his eldest son, who was to become a lawyer. 

Following schooling in Mansfeld, Magdeburg (1497) 

and Eisenach (1498), seventeen-year-old Martin entered 

the University of Erfurc in 1501, where following four 

years in that "beerhouse and whorehouse," received his 

Master's degree in 1505. That same year he enrolled 

in law school at the University of Erfmt, but, like many 

young people, the 21-year-old law student was trying to 

explain the world around him and his place in it. Soon 

he was reading philosophical and theological texts. ln the 

summer of 1505, faith vvon the struggle benveen reason

based philosophy and faith-based theology. 
The decisive moment in Luther's life came on 2 July 

1505, when on his way back to Erfurt from a visi t with 

his family, lightning struck close to him. Terrified of deatl1 

and divine judgement he called out "Help, St. Anne, I will 

become a monk! " Unwilling to break the vow to Saint 

Anne, the patron of miners and by implication tl1e patron 

The issue came to a head a 
few months later in January 
1517, when Johann Tetzel 
(1465-1519), a Dominican 
friar and Grand Commis
sioner for Indulgences for 
the H oly Roman Empire 
of the German Nation, be
gan selling indulgences for 
Albrecht von Brandenburg 

_ ( 1490-1545 ), Archbishop 

of Magdeburg since 1513, and Elector and Archbishop 

of Mainz since 1514, in tl1e dioceses of Magdeburg and 

Halberstadt. "Which b1ings up the question: what is an 

indulgence, and where did Luther see the issues he sug

gested n eeded discussing on 31 October 1517? Accord

ing to Catholic doctrine, sin brings about a breakdown of 

a sinner's communion with God and carries two conse

quences: eternal punishment and temporal punishment. 

In order to re-establish communion with God, every sin

ner, or his soul, must be purified, either on earth or in 

pmgatory. Forgiveness of sins by the priest as the agent of 

God on eartl1 brings a "restoration of communion with 


