
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (der 10. November 1483-der 2. Februar 1546) 

die Luther Bibel/ Luther Bible 

8 things to know about the Luther Bible 

Luther worked from Lhe privacy of his room in Wartburg Castle 

2. Luther bidden in a castle as 'Junker Jorg' 

Martin Luther could not translate the New Testament in peace at home. 

rn 1517, he had published his famous "95 theses," protesting against the clergy's practice of selling plenary indulgences, through which sinners 

were allowed to buy their way out of purgatory. 

ln January 1521, the pope exco=unicated Luther because he refused to revoke his Reformation theses. 

Three months later, Luther, who had already been condemned as a heretic, stood in front of the Diet in Worms and was asked for the last time 

to renounce his views. 

But he refused to do so, leading Emperor Charles V to issue the Edict of Worms, a decree declaring Luther an outlaw, and giving anyone the 

right to capture or even kiJI him. 

Prince Frederick Ill, Elector of Saxony, managed to protect Luther by having him abducted and hiding him at Wartburg Castle in the town of 

Wartburg in Thuringia. 

Luther stayed there for 10 months under the name Junker Jorg - and devoted himself to translating the Bible. The word Junker refers to a 

German nobleman. 

3. Ink fights with the devil 

Martin Luther translated the New Testament from ancient Greek into early modern German with Latin translations. He toiled from within the 

confines of a writing room in the Warlburg Castle. 

The room where he translated the New Testament is known today as "Lutherstube" or "Luther's parlor." 
. 

Legend has it that the devil even visited him in this room one night. When Luther heard a scratching sound, he threw his inkwell at the devil, 

which is said to have left a blue ink stain on the wall ne».t to the stove. 

The mysterious stain has been the subject of myths since the 17th century, althougl1 there is much doubt as to whether it was actually made 

during Luther's time. It has repmtedly been touched up and moved over the past centuries. 


