
• Fifty Years 4/,s 
Ago:Lufthansa 
Takes Off 

It started 50 years ago. On 
April 1, 1955, at 7:40 a.m., 
a silver-gray two-motor Cor
vair 340 took off from the 
Hamburg airport and landed 
four hours later in Munich. 
A second flight started at 
the same time, taking off in 
the opposite direction. They 
were the first two Lufthansa 
flights after the end of 
WWII. 

From state-owned carrier to privatized airline; from German economic driving 
force to the strength behind the world's export leader, our innovation and perfor
mance 8R) unmatched. Our next step: the new Airbus A380, in service from 2007. 
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In the carrier's early years, Lufthansa's planes were all propeller-driven, but the company 
quickly realized that the future of civil aviation belonged to the jet aircraft. Less than two 
years after its inaugural flight, Lufthansa ordered its first four Boeing 707 long-haul aircraft, 
setting the stage for its first transatlantic jet flight in 1960. 

That tradition of innovation continues to this day as the 
company prepares to add the world's largest passenger 
aircraft to Its fleet. As one of the first customers for the 
Airbus A380 "superjumbo," Lufthansa will begin operating 
the plane on major routes in 2007. 

With its 262-foot wingspan and a tail as tall as a seven
story building, the plane can be configured according to the 
service airlines want to sell, with some carriers planning to 
offer first- and business-dass passengers gyms, beauty 
parlors, bars and even casinos and double beds. 

Lufthansa began operating a Boeing 
747 jumbo jet on long-haul routes in 
1970. Photo courtesy Lufthansa 

Perhaps more importantly, the A380 is more fuel-efficient than its predecessors and is 
expected to cut total air traffic emissions by carrying more passengers on long routes 
linking Asia and the Middle East to Europe and the United States. 

Looking further ahead, Lufthansa expects to continue "flying high." 

It has reorganized its regional services and welcomed new partners into the Star Alliance's 
global network. Lufthansa has also completely revamped its business class, and in the near 
future, passengers will be able to enjoy broadband Internet access at 30,000 feet. 


