
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage I Feste 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UND FESTE IM MAI 

TAG DER ARBEIT / LABOR DAY 
(der erste Mai) 

May Day 

Demonstrating rather than celebrating: May 1 is International Labor Day. For those employed, it's an opportunity to take to the streets to demand better 
working conditions. Such demonstrations occur across Germany each year, but they go back to the demands of Australian demonstrators on May 1, 1856 

for an eight-hour work day. 

May Day (or Labor Day) celebrations and similar observances on workers' rights are worldwide. 

Protests in Berlin 

Things can get hairy in other parts of the country, however. For the past 30 years, there have often been violent protests in the Kreuzberg 

district of Berlin, where demonstrators voice their rejection of capitalism, racism and social ostracism. The past few years have, however, 

been more peaceful, with more than 10,000 people taking part each year. 

Demonstrations also occur in other cities across the country. 

Tag der Arbeit-1. Mai 

Oddly, the widespread custom of celebrating Labor Day on the first of May (am ersten 
Mai) was inspired by events in the United States, one of the few countries that does not 
observe Labor Day in May! 

TAG DER ARBEIT 

The first of May is a holiday in Germany that is celebrated in many 
different ways. In the cities it is observed as Labor Day with political 
speeches and parades. May 1, 1890 was the first World Labor Day. It 
was designated a holiday in 1889 by the International Workers 
Congress in Paris. I~ h~~ been a legal h~liday in Ge~any si~ce 1919: 

Demonstrations and rallies are held m the centers of towns. Uroups of 
workers, apprentices and students hold demonstrations of a more 
militant nature and speak out against social injustice and call for better 
educational opportunities and for social reforms. 


