
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage I Feste 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UNO FESTE IM MAl 

TAG DER ARBEIT I LABOR DAY 
(der erste Mai} 

May 1 as a Political Holiday 

With banners and slogans, 

these participants spoke out at 

a May 1 march in 

Frankfurt am Main in 2009. 

May 1, also called Labor Day, is a legal holiday in Germany and in many countries and originally dates 

back to the labor movement. It was first proposed as a holiday by the organization Socialist International 
on the 1 OOth anniversary of the French Revolution and in remembrance of the Haymarket Riot by 

American workers in Chicago (1886) and has been celebrated since 1890. 

In the ensuing period, the holiday has been validated time and again by various German governments 
and even by the Allied Control Council following World War II. After the establishment of the Federal 

Republic of Germany, the individual German states each made May 1 an official holiday. 

On that day, workers meet at rallies organized by the unions in the major cities to draw attention to their 

social plight and to stress their calls for social justice and improvement in working conditions. 

Interest in these rallies has, however, waned in recent years, as the situation of workers in Germany has 
largely improved and the number of blue-collar workers as a percentage of the German workforce has 

shrunk. Now, the day is used mainly for family excursions or to participate in May festivals. 

The US dedicates the first Monday of September- Labor Day- to the social a nd economic 
achievements of workers. But the US isn't the only country that celebrates workers' rights - more 
than 80 countries have an International Workers' Day of their own- including Germany. 

On May 1 each year, Germany celebrates its Tag der Arbeit (Day of Labor), which is an official 
state holiday. Throughout Germany, there are often a number of May Day demonstrations and 
protests in favor of workers' rights, frequently held by independent workers' organizations, labor 
unions or political parties. While most of Germany's May Day demonstrations are peaceful, 
Berlin's Kreuzberg district is known for taking the occasion too far by exhibiting unnecessary 
violence. 

To counter potential violence this year, there will be a May 1 street festival (called Myfest) featuring 
culinary specialties, concerts, fireworks and cultural activities. This festival has been held annually 
since 2003 and provides a peaceful May Day alternative to the Kreuzberg protests. 


