
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage 1 Feste 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UNO FESTE IM MAl 

TAG DER ARBEIT I LABOR DAY 
(der erste Mai) 

Tag der Arbeit- 1. Mai 
Oddly, the widespread custom of celebrating Labor Day on the first of May (am ersten Mai) was inspired by events in the United States, one of the 
few countries that does not observe Labor Day in May! In 1889, a congress of world soda list parties was held in Paris. The attendees, sympathizing 
with striking workers in Chicago in 1886, voted to support the United States labor movement's demands for an 8-hour day. They selected May 1, 1890 
as a day of commemoration for the Chicago strikers. In many countries around t he wor1d May 1 became an official holiday called Labor Day-but not In 
the U.S., where that holiday is observed on the first Monday in September. Historically the holiday has had special importance in socialist and 
communist countries, which is one reason it is not observed in May in America. The U.S. federal holiday was first observed in 1894. Canadians also 
have observed their Labor Day since September 1894. 

In Germany, May Day (erster Mai, May 1st) is a national holiday and an important day, partly because of Blubnai ("bloody May") in 1929. That year in 
Berlin the ruling Social Democratic (SPD) party had banned the traditional workers' demonstrations. But the KPD (Kommunistische Parte i Deutschlands) 
called for demonstrations anyway. The resulting bloodbath left 32 people dead and at least 80 seriously injured . It also left a big split between the 
two workers' parties (KPD and SPD), which the Nazis soon used to their advantage. The National Socialists named the holiday Tag der Arbeit ("Day of 

Labor"), the name still used in Germany today. 

Unlike the U.S. observance, which cuts across all classes, Germany's Tag der Arbeit and most European La bor Day observances are primarily a working 
class holiday. In recent years Germany's chronic high unemployment (Arbeitslosigkeit, over 5 million in 2004) also comes into focus each May. The 
holiday also tends to be a day of Demos that often tum into dashes between the demonstrators (more like hooligans) and the police in Berlin and 
other large dties. If the weather allows, nice, law-abiding people use the day for picnicking or relaxing with the family. 

Labor Day on May 1 

The "May Dance" and the fresh greenery are the on
ly features which pre-industrial May day custOms have 
in common with today's First of May, i. e. Labor Day. 
This international labor day may easily become the 
one holiday observed at the same time by the greatest 
number of people in the world. May 1, 1890 was the 
first World Labor Day. It was designated a holiday in 
1889 by the International Workers Congress in Paris. 
From then on, German workers celebrated on the first 
of May also, although until 1919 this meant that they 
risked losing their jobs or being punished in some 
other manner. The national assembly at Weimar, 
which gave Germany a democratic constitution, made 
the first of May, 1919, a legal holiday. 

In the past, May demonstrations and rallies were 
held out in the open and were followed by celebra
tions. Today, Labor Day is officially observed in most 
towns of the Federal Republic of Germany in the form 
of solemn gatherings in some large meeting place, 
where there is music and people give speeches. There 
are also groups of younger workers, apprentices and 
students in some cities who hold rallies of a more mili
tant nature and demonstrate against social injustice or 
call for better educational opportunities and for social 
reforms. These rallies are among the rare occasions 
when one can see red flags and hear revolutionary 
songs in the Federal Republic of Germany today. 

The Germans have their "Labor Day" 
(Tag der Arbeit) not in September, as the 
Americans, but always on the f1rst of May, 
which is a national holiday. In the cities, 
Labor Day is mostly celebrated by not 
working, but traditional May DaX cele
brations with maypoles, etc. are st1ll held 
in many smaller towns and villages on 
this day. 

As with most other holidays, however, 
many of the old customs are slowly dis
appearing. 


