
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage/Feste 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UNO FESTE IM MAl 

TAG DER ARBEIT I LABOR DAY 
(der erste Mai) 

International Workers' Day 

International Workers' Day, also known as Labour Day in 

some places, is a celebration of laborers and the working 

classes that is promoted by the international labor 

movement, anarchists, socialists, and communists and occurs 

every year on May Day, 1 May, an ancient European spring 

holiday)1U21 The date was chosen for International Workers' 

Day by theSecond International to commemorate 

the Haymarket affair, which occurred in Chicago on 4 May 

1886.l21This Day has its origins in the labour union movement, 

specifically the eight-hour day movement, which advocated 

eight hours for work, eight hours for recreation, and eight 
hours for rest.l3J 

Being a traditional European spring celebration, May Day is a 

national public holiday in many countries, but in only some of 

those countries is it celebrated specifically as "Labour Day" or 

"International Workers' Day". Some countries celebrate 

a Labour Day on other dates significant to them, such as 

the United States which celebrates Labor Day on the first 

Monday of September. 

The fi rst of May is also Germany's labor day, a public holiday 
on which political parties and labor unions organize rallies and 
marches to show support for the country's workers. 

May 1- Day or Labour Day 

Official 

name 

Vienna, Austria, 2013 

International Workers' Day 

Also called May Day 

Celebrations Organized street 

demonstrations and street 

marches 

Date 1 May 

Next time 1 May 2016 

Frequency annual 

Related to May Day, Labor Day, various 

other Labour Days 

At the inception conference of the Second International (International Workingmen's 
Association) in 1889 May 1st was instigated as "Labour Day" to enforce fair working 
conditions. The day was then declared a public holiday just for one year in 1919 by the 
Weimar National Assembly. The National Socialists introduced it as an annual public 
holiday in 1933, which hence forth was to be known as "National Labour Day". The day 
was however abused to disseminate propaganda, unions were broken up and their 
members persecuted. The first free May Day was celebrated in 1945 and has continued 
to be an annual public holiday to the present day. 


