
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage t Feste 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UND FESTE IM MAI 

TAG DER ARBEIT / LABOR DAY 
(der erste Mai) 

In 1990, the year of German reunification, trade unions celebrated the 100th anniversary of Tag der 

Arbeit. 

Nowadays the number of people who participate in rallies or demonstrations in Germany has 

waned. Many employees use the day off to go on a short trip or simply to relax or barbecue in a 

park. 

In Berlin, one of the largest marches campaigning for workers' rights nationwide typically occurs on 

May 1st in the Kreuzberg district. 

Mass riots first took place in Kreuzberg just over 30 years ago. This year on May 1st, 5,200 police 

officers will be deployed throughout the entire city, according to Tagesspiegel newspaper. 

But the police don't expect major clashes to take place. The last time serious riots occurred in Berlin 

was in 2009 and in recent years, it's calmed down, Tagesspiegel reports, adding that this is partly 

due to the Myfest festiva l which is held on the same day. 

In its fifteenth edition this year, Myfest is organized by the city and attracts tens of thousands of 

visitors on May 1st for its entertainment and kids' programme, among many other things. 

Though set on varying dates, Labour Day is today observed as a national public holiday in many 

other countries worldwide such as in France, Australia and Canada. On the whole the Haymarket 

riot in Chicago is considered significant as the origin of global Labour Day observances for workers. 

In Germany, May Day (erster Mai, May 1st) 

is a national holiday and an important day, 

partly because of Blutmai ("bloody May") in 

1929. That year in Berlin the ruling Social Democratic (SPD) party had banned the 

traditional workers' demonstrations. But the KPD (Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands) 

called for demonstrations anyway. 

The resulting bloodbath left 32 people dead 

and at least 80 seriously injured. It also left a 

big split between the two workers' parties 

(KPD and SPD), 


