
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage t Feste 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

FEIERTAGE UNO FESTE IM MAI 

TAG DER ARBEIT / LABOR DAY 
(der erste Mai) 

Germany's observance of Tag der Arbeit dates back to 1886 America, when a strike involving 

thousands of workers at Haymarket Square in Chicago began over calls for the legal establishment 
of an eight-hour work day. 

Two days later, when the situation escalated, the police killed several picketers. 

At a protest rally the following day, an unknown person threw a bomb at the police as they tried to 

disperse the crowds, resulting in the deaths of several police officers and some civilians. 

In memory of this event, hundreds of thousands of people in Europe celebrated the first Labour Day 

on May 1st, 1890 in demand for better working conditions and the implementation of the eight-hour 

day. 

Around 100,000 people in Germany took part in strikes and demonstrations that year, according to 

the German Federation of Unions (DGB). An especially large number of workers demonstrated in 

Hamburg, wit h companies reacting by issuing redundancies and lockouts. 

About forty years later at the beginning of the Weimar Republic, the eight-hour day was agreed upon 

and the trade unions were recognized as appointed representatives of the working class. 

But the economic crisis, mass unemployment and political unrest on the streets in Germany formed 

the background of Labour Day celebrations at the end of the 1920s. 

Fearing riots, police chief of Berlin at the time, Karl Zorgiebel, banned demonstrations on May 1st, 

1929, and the German Communist Party resisted, calling for peaceful mass rallies. There were 

street fights and the police shot into the crowd. By the t hird of May that year more than 30 people 

had died and hundreds more were injured. 

A few years later in 1933, the Nazis declared the first day in May a paid national holiday for German 

workers, staging a propagandistic mass spectacle in Berlin. Just one day later, Nazi party members 

stormed into trade union buildings and destroyed the free trade unions. 

Almost one year after the end of the Second World War, in April 1946, the Allied Control Council 

confirmed the first of May as a public holiday. Every year in the German Democratic Republic from 

1949 to 1990, the day was celebrated with parades as an "International Workers' Day for Peace and 

Socialism". 


