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Role of Women in Ludwig's Life 

1. Role of women in Ludwig's life: 
• His mother favored his younger brother, Otto more. 
• His mother kept her distance. 
• Ludwig wanted his mother's love and didn't get it. Many people wondered if 

this caused his turn away from women toward homosexuality. 

2. Ludwig was very close to his cousin, Elizabeth, the Empress of Austria. 
• Although she was 8 years older than Ludwig, she was very pretty and stayed 

loyal to him until his death. 
• Ludwig adored his cousin Elizabeth. 

3. Ludwig decided to marry the younger sister, Sophia, of the Empress of Austria. 
• They were engaged and had pictures taken. 
• The wedding couch was made but never used. 
• The wedding dress was designed. 
• The wedding day was postponed twice. 
• Then Ludwig decided not to marry. 

4. Ludwig had another problem-----women. 
• He had no contact with girls. . 
• He didn't know what to do with or around girls or women. 
• He was extremely handsome, a very tall big man. 
• He had dark brown curly hair, long black eye lashes, and deep blue eyes. 
• He became known as the "fantasy king" and "fairytale prince". 

5. Increasingly, Ludwig had troubles with his ministers, who tried to arrange marriages for 
him. Part of the problem was that Ludwig wasn't easy to get along with. 

6. Ludwig was supposed to marry and produce a heir to replace him, but he was scared 
to death of girls. 

• Ludwig was both a romantic and unrealistic. 
• Ever the romantic, Ludwig was determined to marry for love, but he couldn't find 

a woman to fit his romantic ideal of a wife and a queen. 
• Another cousin was already married. 
• So he became engaged to Sophie, who later married a French man after the 

engagement was broken. 
• Ludwig suffered trying to court Sophie. He went at night to see if her crown and 

dress fit her and went home afterwards. 
• Ludwig's father finally stood up to him and said marry her or cancel the wedding. 
• Ludwig broke the engagement. 
• Ludwig's reply: "It's the happiest day of my life, because I don't have to marry." 


