
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

Konig Ludwig II 

Withdrawal from life as a king 

Disillusioned after a lost war with the Prussians, Ludwig lost all interest in politics and 
became increasingly eccentric and couldn't deal with his daily life as king. 

Where Ludwig lived, he became isolated from Munich. This isolation was caused by the 
fact that nobody understood him. 

Why did Ludwig become a recluse? 

The Bavarian people meant nothing to Ludwig. The people were simply a prerequisite of 
his royal existence, and he paid no attention to them. 

• The more Ludwig withdrew from the affairs of state, the more he resented the 
court, the society, the bureaucracy, the liberal middle class. 

• The press was delighted to ridicule the strange king. 
• Ludwig found the vulgarity of life in the city Munich unbearable, particularly with 

all its beer drinking. 

What did Ludwig do? 

Ludwig would go into the woods to fantasize and escape his reality as king. 
• What was Ludwig's reality? 
• Ludwig wanted to escape from the situation with Prussia. 
• The Iron Chancellor Bismarck wanted to force Bavaria into joining the German 

Confederation. 
• Ludwig would fantasize he was the reincarnation of the famous "Sun King", 

Louis XIV of France. 
• Because Louis XIV was an absolute monarch, he was something Ludwig never 

was or never could be. 

Daily confrontation with the fairy tale world of his legends and his early acquaintance with 
Richard Wagner's music, may have kindled the passion of his sensitive soul for the beauty 
of art, as well as for building romantic castles. 

After Ludwig's withdrawal from Munich, he began to indulge his dreams by beginning to 
construct a castle across the valley from Hohenschwangau, on the ruins of the old castle 
of Schwanstein. 

• Ludwig wanted a new Schwanstein, which he called Neuschwanstein. 
• More than any other castle, this one offers a clear portrait of the man and of the 

king. 

Ludwig disliked reality, so he built himself a dream world. 
• This dislike was not just in Ludwig's imagination like ordinary schizophrenics. 
• Thanks to the docility of his Bavarian subjects and to Ludwig's noble birth, he 

built his dream world right over and into the real world. 
• If the state went bankrupt as a result, that too would only be poetic justice. 


