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Influence of composer Richard Wagner on King Ludwig 

A short excerpt of the "New Bavarian Courrier", mouth
piece of the aristocracy and the clergy, shows with what 
cutting methods the war against the composer was waged: 
In 1865, it stormed: ... "The slightest evil, that this stranger 
(Wagner) brings to our country, can only be compared - in 
regard to his insatiable appetite - to a swarm of locusts, for 
months blocking out the sun and stripping out fields. This 
horrible image of a plague, this paid music-maker, this bar
ricades man, who once (1848), at the head of a band of cut
throats, wanted to blast the Royal Palace of Dresden in the 
air, this man has the intention of isolating the King and ex
ploiting him for the treasonable ideas of a revolutionary 
party! . .. " ' 
It embittered the King, that he had to yield to these massive 
protests; he was deeply offended. For almost 1 ½ years, he 
was able to suppress the antagonism which grew because of 
Richard Wagner, but later, in December 1865, he had to yield 
to the pressure and bid Wagner to leave Bavaria. This forced 
step led to a break of trust with the Bavarian government 
which was impossible to repair; on the contrary, the gap 
widened more each year. 

Ludwig tried to build an opera house for Wagner in Munich, but this proved to be 
unpopular with the people. It was never built. Wagner was forced to live in Switzerland, 
which was forced upon him by a tremendous amount of pressure by the political writers of 
the time. However, Ludwig always loved to see Wagner's operas whenever he could. 

There are other reasons why Richard Wagner was forced to leave Munich: 
1. Wagner didn't have a good marriage because of his spending habits. 
2. Wagner had affairs with other women. 
3. Wagner was very anti-Semitic and made very harsh remarks about Jewish people 


