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Konig Ludwig II 

Ludwig II. - Childhood and Youth 

When Ludwig was 15 years o l i, 

his father took him to a 

performance of Tannhauser by 

Richard Wagner. Ludwio was 

-

enthral led Thie: introduction to 

the theater, and especial ly the 

works of Wagner, would have a 

profound effect on him for the 

rest of his life. 

At the age of 16, Ludwig encountered for the first time a 
totally new form of music. O n February 2, 1861 he experien
ced the performance of the Wagner opera "Lohengrin" . 
Through the composition of the music, as well as th rough the 
elabroation of the theme by Richard Wagner, the Crown 
Prince saw all this romantic dreams realized. From this t ime 
on, he obtained all the compositions and other p ublications 
of Kichard Wagner, that he could manage. 

Before he was th1r1een he learnt from his governess about the Munich production of Pichard Wagner•~ 
"Lohengrin". In LIie same year at his own request his tutor gave him Wagner's book, "Opera and 
Drama" as a Christmas present. Soon Ludwig immersed himself in Wagner's works. He read both "The 
Art of the Future" and "Future Music" written by the composer. At the age of fifteen in February 1861 
Ludwig heard a Wagner opera for the first time. It was "Lohengri.n". He was overcome by this 
experience. He pestered his father, Max, until he promised to arrange a second perfonnance of 

"Lohengrin" for him. This eventually happened in June 1862, when he was s ixteen. 

Then, when a few months later he heard "Tannhauser", he was bes ide himself with rapture. At the point 
where Tann.hauser returned to the Venusberg, Ludwig' s body began to twi tch vis ibly, so that 
Leinfelder, who was s itting next to him in the box, feared he was having an epileptic fit. So began hi~ 
love t,f Wagner. But that is another story 

When Ludwig was 21 in 1869, he attended Wagner's opera "Lohengrin". The opera created 
a picture for Ludwig that would remain in his mind for his lifetime. Ludwig decided he 
would rebuild Swan Knight Castle on the rocky cliffs across the valley from 
Hohenschwangau Castle, which became Neuschwanstein (New Swan Castle made of 
stone). Ludwig believed he was a reincarnation of Lohengrin (Swan Knight), as a result of 
his growing up with the swan legends at Hohenschwangau Castle. 

Ludwig's response to seeing the opera for the first time: "Whoever wrote this opera is 
going to be my companion for life. It's just like me. I will support him." 


