
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

Konig Ludwig II 

Lifestyle and Habits 

Ludwig came from the art-loving Wittelsbach family, which bad ruled Bavaria 
centuries. The family had promoted music, arts and architecture in Munich, anc 
gave it much of the character it has today. But Ludwig took this love to an 
extreme. Sometimes he would go for midnight sleigh rides with cavalrymen wi 
torches ahead of him. At Linderhof, another of his dreamy retreats, he enjoyed 
being rowed in a swan boat while dressed as Lohengrin, the hero of a German 
romantic tale. 

But that was the least of it. 

r,udwig reigned7rom 11164 unfil bi$ cleaffilil 1886. 
An eccentric bachelor, be received few guests in his 
extravagant hideaway. He preferred to sleep away the 
day, rising for breakfast in the evening. 

He would later dine on delicacies llke trume-mm
ed peacock about 2 a.m., then have a light supper at 
dawn before retiring. 

Fantasy world 

Ludwig 11 was possessed by the idea of a holy kingdom by the 
Grace of God. In reality he was a constitutional monarch, a head 
of state with rights and duties .and little freedom of action. For 
this reason he built a fantasy world around him in which - far 
removed from reality - he could feel he was a real king. From 
1875 on he lived at night and slept during the day. 

Idealized designs by scene painters for a "New 
Hohenschwangau Castle" high above the tranquil 
Hohenschwangau of Ludwig ll's father, a "Byzantine Palace" 
and a copy of Versailles were already in existence by 1868. 
From the beginning, Ludwig's fantasy world embraced several 
different epochs. The "New Castle" (subsequently 
Neuschwanstein), was based on Christian kingship in the Middle 
Ages, and the new Versailles, built from 1878 on the 
Herreninsel, recalls the baroque absolutism of the Bourbon King 
of France. Linderhof in the Graswangtal, built from 1869, 
imitates a variety of styles, with the help of the latest technology. 

The latest technology was also ___ _.,. ____ ,.....,,,._ ... 

used for the highly elaborate 
coaches and sleighs in which 
the king travelled at night, 
sometimes in historic costume. 

Ludwig spent more and more 
time in the mountains and 
correspondingly less time in 
Munich. His fantasy world was 
further maintained by "private Lud\"li
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perfonnances" in the R Wemg, Munich, c. 1885/86. 
Hofttteater: operas and plays perfonned for the king alone. 


