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kurze Lebensbeschreibung / short biography 

"The recluse" 

The "ideal i:nonar~hic~l poe~ic solitude" whlch the king chose for himself was not in the long 
run c?mpa~1ble with his duties as a head of state. The new settings be was constantly devising 
for himself were equally beyond the private means of a king. Ludwig failed through his desire 
to anchor his illusions and dreams in reality. 

From 1885 on foreign banks threatened to seize his property. The king's refusal to react 
rationally led the government to declare him insane and depose him in 1886 - a procedure not 
prov.ide~ for in th_e Bav~ian constitution. Ludwig II was interned in Berg Palace. The next day 
he died rn mystenous circumstances in Lake Stamberg, together with the psychlatrist who had 
certified him as insane. 

Fantasy worJd 

Ludwig II was possessed by the idea of a holy kingdom by the Grace of God. In reality be was 
a L:onstitutional monarch, a head of state with rights and duties and little freedom of action. For 
this reason he built a fantasy world around him in which - far removed from reality - he could 
feel he was a real king. From 1875 on he lived at night and slept during the day. 

Idealized designs by scene painters for a "New Hohenschwangau Castle" high above the 
tranquil Hohenschwangau of Ludwig II's father, a "Byzantine Palace" and a copy of Versailles 
were already in existence by 1868. From the beginning, Ludwig's fantasy world embraced 
several different epochs. The "New Castle" (subsequently Neuschwanstein), was based on 
Christian kingship in the Middle Ages, and the new Versailles, built from 1878 on the 
Herreninsel, recalls the baroque absolutism of the Bourbon King of France. Linderhof in the 
Graswangtal, built from 1869, imitates a variety of styles, with the help of the latest technology. 

The latest technology was also used for the highly elaborate coaches and sleighs in which the 
king travelled at night, sometimes in historic costume. 

Ludwig II on a night-time 
sleigh ride 

Ludwig spent more and more time in the mountains and correspondingly less time in Munich. 
His fantasy world was further maintained by "private performances" in the Hoftheater: operas 
and plays performed for the king alone. 


