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Konig Ludwig II. von Bayern I King Ludwig II of Bavaria 
(1845 to 1886) 

kurze Lebensbeschreibung / short biography 

Born on 25th August 1845 in Schloss Nymphenburg 
King of Bavaria 1864- 1886 
Died on 13th June 1886 in Lake Starnberg 

An eternal mystery 

Even before he died, the king had already become something of a legend. ''I want to remain an 
eternal mystery to myself and others", Ludwig once told his governess, and it is this mysterious 
element that still fascinates people today. 

The poet Paul Verlaine called Ludwig II the "only true king of this century". The shy dreamer, 
who had none of the typical characteristics of a popular king, lives on, still idolized, as "the 
Kini". His palaces, which were barred to strangers, have been visited by over 130 million 
people since his death. They are records in stone of the ideal fantasy world which the king built 
as a refuge from reality. His historic, poetic and ideal interpretation of his role as king was 
finally his downfall. It is possible that he preferred to die rather than return to reality. 

Prince Ludwig 

The prince was born on the name day of the canonized Louis IX, King of France and founder 
of the House of Bourbon. His grandfather and godfather Ludwig I of Bavaria, had Louis XVI 
of France as his godfather. This relationship with the House of Bourbon had an important 
influence on the way the prince saw himself throughout his life. 

Ludwig and his brother Otto were strictly brought up with an emphasis on duty. Their parents 
Maximilian II of Bavaria and Marie of Prussia kept themselves at a distance. 

"Ludwig enjoyed dressing up ... took pleasure in play acting, loved pictures and the like ... and 
liked ... making presents of his properly, money and other possessions", said his mother. This 
was not to change. His vivid imagination, his tendency to isolate himself, and his pronounced 
sense of sovereignty were also already evident when Ludwig was a child. 


