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Konig Ludwig II und die bayerischen Schlosser I Bavarian Castles 

Konigshaus am Schachen / King's House on Schachen 

The picturesque surroundings of the Schachen and Reintal Nature 

Reserve have always fascinated locals and visitors - and they did not 

go unnoticed by the aristocracy either. In 1869 Ludwig II, King of 

Bavaria, had a vision: He decided to build a palace on the Schachen 

Alp. Here. from that time on, he would celebrate his bi rthdays and 

name days on 25th August and enjoy the high mountains. The King's 

Hous e on Schachen was duly built in 1872 in country house style. 

according to plans drawn up by a rchitect Georg von Dallmann. 

Unlike other magnificent buildings built by the Fairy Tale King , this 

edifice seems rather simple and modest. But appearances can be 

deceptive: While the bedchamber and work room are furnished with 

simple oak furniture. the actual splendour of this wooden 

construction is revealed in the upper floor: A spiral staircase takes 

visitors step by step in to the "Turkish Hall" - and transports them to 

an Oriental kingdom: gilded walls, a fountain in the middle of the 

room, colourful windows, peacock feathers. Stars sparkle on the 

ceiling, which is dominated by a huge, golden chandelier. With his 

hunting lodge on the Schachen. Ludwig 11 created a unique contrast: 

an Oriental dream world in the heart of the Bavarian Alps. 
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example, lake Schachensee and a viewing platform that offers a 
Schachenhaus; Garmisch-Patenkirchen 
breathtaking view down into the Reintal. One highlight is the 

colourful Alpine garden, a branch of the Munich Botanical Gardens. 

Opened in 1901, and covering an area of two hectares, it offers an 

impressive variety of plant species - "especially 1n the middle of J uly, 

when everything is in bloom, 

The ground level is very plain, especially for King Ludwig II 

known for his eccentric design tastes. I found myself 

disappointed as I'd heard so much about the Schachen 

House. That all changed though as I headed upstairs to the 

luxurious Moorish Room which takes up the entire upper 

floor. Bright colors bring it to life in comparison to the dull 

King's House on Schachen 

View of the King's House 
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lower floor. In comparison to 0 uc:rh N;:instein, King Ludwigs ll's 

most famous castle, it's underwhelming from the outside. 

However, it's still impressive given its location at 1866 m on 

top of a mountain. It was built in 1869 in the Swiss style, a 

much simpler style, than the king's usual preference. 


