
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

Konig Ludwig II und die bayerischen Schlosser/ Bavarian Castles 

Starnberger See I Lake Starn berg 

T his is just one of numerous summer boat excursit m. 
However, when we visited, most had stopped operating 
- including the ferry to the Roseninsel. In 1850, King 
Maximilian II of Bavaria bought the island of Worth, now 
the Island of Roses, where he had a royal mansion with a 
rme garden built. King Ludwig II was especially fond of the 
isJJ.nd and liked taking famous guests there, including his 

cousin Sisi. Their relationship is mystctious and intriguing. 
Were tl1ey lovers? Was the island their secret hideaway? 

For more about Sisi, visi t the Empress Elisabetl1 Museum 
in a former railway station in Possenhofen. Part of the 
exhibition area is dedicated to the memory of Ludwig 
II, who lived a.t times in Schloss Berg on tl1e shore of tl1e 
Starnbergersee just opposite Possenhofcn. After his forced 
abdication, he was taken to the Berg castle. Tn 1886 his 
body was found floating in the lake. Was it a drowning 
accident, suicide, or murder? T hat, too, remains a mystery. 
In t he castle gardens, tl1erc is a votive chapel with a cross 
to commemorate his stiU unexplained deatl1. The Elisabeth 
Museum, which is the start of a Sisi tour visiting her 
regional haunts, also has an exhibi t of Sisi memorabilia. 

While it was too late in the season to cruise the lakes 
o n an excursion ship, we could - and did - bike along 
the shore of the Starnbergersee. For just ten euros per 
day, \Ve rented bikes and helmets at Fahrrad Dillitzer in 
Tutzing. The ride to Starnberg is twelve kilometers along 
a bike and walking traj! through the woods bordering 

tl1.e lake. It is an easy pedal, mostly Aat, and a wonderful 
way to experience the area . We rode by the Possenhofcn 
castle, Sisi's childhood home now in private ownership 
and not open to the public. vVe stopped for an outdoor 
lunch at a lalceside restaurant crowded with customers 
o n its large terrace. 

It was easy to imagine Sisi in these picturesque sur
roundings, but she would have been on a horse, not a 
bicycle. As a child she was known to have often skipped 
her lessons to go riding in the countryside. 

Starn.berg, our bike ride destination, is a bustling place 
with restau rants, shops, and traffic. T he Starnbergersee 
Museum has exhibits on life arotmd the lakes in the 11ine
teentl1. and t·wentietl1 centuries. We preforred tl1e smaller 
lakeside towns, such as Diessen (mentioned above), Ber
nried, and Herrsching. In Starnberg, we switched direc
tions and headed back along the same route to Tutz ing. 

In addition to bicycling, the Starnberg Land of Five 
Lakes is a boater's paradise, great for hiking, swimming, 
riding, golf ( twelve courses), and fishing . Electric bikes 
are also available for rent, and tl1ere is a Nordic walking 
park with twenty-three routes ( two hundred eighty kilo
meters) from tl1e Ammersee to tl1e Starnbergersee. 

follow in Sisi's footsteps and discover the enchantment 
and charm of the five lakes region. 

ENJOY LUNCH ON THE TERRACE 

OF A LAKESIDE RESTAURANT. 

THIS C 1STOP 

HE 


