
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

KINDERZECHE / CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL 
festival in Dinkelsbiihl, which lasts 10 days and begins on a Friday, ends on a Sunday, and 

centers around the third Monday in July 

The 'Kinderzeche' (Children's Feast) 

While the Feast of Kinderzeche is something that has been celebrated 
for centuries, it is only compartively recently (1897) that it has.been 
played annually. It counts among the oldest and most fa.mo.us in the 
country. The week in fact stretches over te~ days beginning o~ a 
Friday and ending on a Sunday. The high point occurs on the third 
Monday in July around wh ich the festiva l joyously revolves .. Along 
with historica l performances and dances, we can also experience a 
Franconian public festival (Volksfest) with beer tent and fireworks, 
local pageants and illuminated open-air theatre, the Market Place 
and Wine Market ceremonially lit up and the evening circuit of the 
nightwatchman, beginning at 10 p.m. The two Sundays and the 
Monday begin quite early in the morning (8 a.m.) with a presenta
tion of l ife in the city as experienced under Swedish domination du
ring the Thirty Years' War. Swedish foot soldiers camp out on the 
fields with their gear before the Wornitz Gate while the town 
platoons and others station t hemselves within it. The historical re
enactment of those times is played on these three principal days and 
on Saturdays during the afternoon. The pageant was developed 
from a play taken from an old schoolchildren's festival. Once a year, 
the children of Dinkelsbuhl were furnished with food and drink at 
the town's expense; they could , in a 
word, "zechen". And today the children 
still receive a bag of sweets in front of 
the Town Hall after their Tuesday pro-
cession. Later, it was adapted into the 
historical events of the Thirty Years' War. 

DINKELSB0HL 
Kinderzech-Woche: mid-July 

Dinkelsbiihl on the Romantische StraBe 
(between Nordlingen and Rothenburg) 
has a picturesque old town center with its 
historical Town Hall dating from the 13th 
Century. The "Kinderzech-Woche" is held 
here in summer - an event which goes 
back in history. Dinkelsbiihl was con
quered during the Thirty Years' War and 
was faced with having to submit to the 
superior Swedish forces. The children of 
the town begged the enemy to show mer
cy. The Swedish Colonel, Klaus von 
Sperreuth, relented, and the town was 
spared being plundered and put to flame. 

Dinkelsbiibl has organized the "Kinder
zechwoche" every year since this time as a 
thank-you gesture. Children are allowed 
to "zechen" , i.e. to celebrate, from one 
weekend to the next at the town's expense. 
Sword dancing and guild dances are per
formed several times daily on both 
weekends. 

A procession with people dressed in 
17th Century costume wends its way 
through the brightly decorated town on 
various days; councilors, burghers, peas
ants , soldiers, and of course a large 
number of children, who are then pre
sented with a "Kinderzech-gherkin", a 

cornet filled with candy, in front 
of the Town Hall. 

Both weekends see Dinkels
biiW in a very historical mood. 
The Swedish forces are en
camped on the Schwedenwiese, 
town serfs and bands of villagers 
pitch their camp at the Wornitz
tor. In the evenings, the day is 
brought to a close as in _the old 
days, by the night-watchman go
ing his rounds. Further details: 
Verkehrsamt, 

Marktplatz, 
D-8804 DINKELSBUHL, 

Tel.: 09851/3013. 


