
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

Kieler Woche / Kiel Week or Regetta 
(held annually in last complete week in June) 

Kiel: The 750-Year Anniversary 
"you visit Kiel for the water" is a 

German saying. A nd the capital of 
Schleswig-Holstein is indeed at its most 
beautiful on the banks of its J 7 km-long 
fi rth. 

"For the water'·, Count Adolph IV bad 
"de Holstenstadt von Kyle" built on the 
peninsula of an arm of the Firth of Kiel in 
the year 1233. The storm-proof harbor was 
to become his main base in Baltic trade, 
and the fledgling town was awarded city 
rights in 1242. On its anniversary, Ger
many's northernmost large city with its 
240,000 inhabitants is preparing for a year 
which won't be spent just looking back on 
its colorful history. The anniversary will 
also be an occasion to discuss Kiel's future 
perspectives. And of course the merry
making won't be neglected. 

For centuries the town was left to lead a 
tranquiJ existence. This changed in 1871. 
when Kiel was appointed headquarters of 
the imperial navy. Within a few decades it 
grew into a city of note. After the dis
astrous events of World War II - about 
80% of the city was reduced to rubble - the 
citizens of Kiel rebuilt their town almost 
from scratch. The Old Market, the City 
Hall Square, the Asmus Bremer Square, 
and the more recent Europe Square in 
front of the Baltic Hall still show the port's 
distinctive flair. The inner city is reserved 
for pedestrians: as far back as 1953, the 
most important inner-city shopping street 
was turned into a pedestrian area. 

As the gate to Scandinavia. Kiel became 
an important transit point between .North 
and South. Port statistics demonstrate this: 
1.76 million ferry passengers, 3 million tons 
of goods shipments annually. Approxima
tely 50 000 ships pass through the 99-kilo
meter Kiel Canal connecting the North and 
the Baltic Seas, making it one of the 
world's busiest artificial shipping lanes. 

The Howaldswerke on the Firth of Kiel 
are still a leading shipbuilding yard. Ship
building bas been Kiel's bread and butter 
for centuries: the world owes the invention 
of the circular compass and the echo
sounder to Kiel. The first stern-loading 
high-seas fishing ships and the first Euro-

pean atomic freighter, the Otto Hahn, were 
built here. Kiel 's industry supplies ship 
diesels, engines and locomotives. furnishes 
world-renowned electronics and precision 
engineering, and processes all types or 
foodstuffs. 

The city is also the seat of the Land 
administration, as well as a center of edu
cation. About 20 000 students attend Kiel's 
university, vocational, and teacher training 
colleges. The university's department of 
medicine. the Marine Biology Institute and 
the Institute for World Economics have 
attained international acclaim. 

The city is also known as home port of 
the Gorcb Fock. the showpiece vessel of 
the Federal Navy and one of the fastest 
sailing ships in the world, as evidenced in 
many windjammer races. International 
regattas spread the name Kiel far and wide 
as early as the turn of the century. The 
Kieler Woch e (Kiel Week) has been staged 
since 1882. Today, with 1,500 boats and 
3,500 sailing vessels, it is the world's largest 
sailing event. In 1936 and 1972. Kiel hosted 
the Olympic sailing competitions. For the 
locals. the Kiel Week is also the most 
important cultural, social, and celebratory 
event of the year. and visitors from all over 
the world tu~n the Firth of Kiel into 'inter
national waters'. This year, from June 20 to 
28, the Kieler Woche motto is "Our city's 
future". 

Another highlight of the anniversary 
year is the windjammer mee.t --SAIL '92" 

from July 9 to 12, which will close with the 
great windjammer parade on Sunday, July 
12. 

When visiting Kiel, there are two sites 
you shouldn't miss: for one, the Shipping 
Museum with its museum harbor on Oslo 
Quay, where among other exhibits you can 
see the buoy layer "Bussard"' and the sea 
rescue cruiser ·'Hindenburg". The other, 
more "down to earth", is the open-air 
museum at Ram.msee outside the city 
gates, a unique museum village which gives 
visitors an impression of how people once 
used to live in this region between the 
North and the Baltic Seas. 

For detailed information on the Kiel 
anniversary write to: 

Presseamt 
der Landeshauptstadt-Kiel 

Abteilung Offentlichkeitsarbeit 
· Rathaus 

2300 Kiel 1 
Tel. 0431/9 01-25 06 

And for the "SAIL '92": 
Hafen- und Seemannsamt 

Bollhornkal 1 ·, 
~2300 Kiel 1 

Tel. 0431/67 91 00 

-----Juni-----


