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Kieler Woche / Kiel Week or Regetta 
(held annually in last complete week in June) 

Kiel Week: Baltic Sailing Event in its 125th Year 

Sports 

KIEL 
Slllllll CITY 

Kiel Week is considered the world's premier sailing event and 
northern Europe's biggest summer festival rolled into one. Some 
4,000 yachtsmen/women from 40 different countries are 
competing in this year's regatta - the 125th - which is being held 
from June 16 to 24. The event is expected to attract three and a 
half million visitors to Schleswig-Holstein's capital. 

International Sailing Federation President Goran Petersson will be 
opening this year's competition with the traditional ringing of the 

ship's bell. The first matches are the Olympic Classes, followed by the International Classes, which 
begin on June 20. National teams frequently use the Kiel Firth as a testing ground for their skills 
and their boats prior to the Olympic Games. After all, the Kiel-Schilksee Olympic Yachting Center, 
first opened for the 1972 Summer Olympics, has provided Kiel with an ideal infrastructure for 
regattas. 
For nine days in June, not only are the world's best 
yachtsmen/women competing against each other, there are also 
some visual treats in store for visitors. One of Kiel Week's 
highlights is the traditional windjammer parade. On the Saturday, 
over 100 large and historical sailing ships will leave the harbor and 
sail out into Kiel Firth. This year's parade will be led by the over 
70 year-old three-masted topsail schooner Thor Heyerdahl, 
followed by barks, brigantines and full-rigged ships in parade 
formation. Maritime trapeze artists, 
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dating back to 1882, the year it - -----------=--- was first held. And right from the start, the regatta was not only a 
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sporting event but also a major social event kings, emperors and 
industrialists were among the participants in the early years. 

· Today's visitors regularly include federal presidents, ministers and 
diplomats. Panel discussions, lectures and concerts featuring 
international representatives of the world of business, politics, 

~ort and culture guarantee an interesting supporting program. 

Lively open-air 
parties are an 

established feature of Kiel Week. World-class 
musicians like Roger Cicero, Bonnie Tyler, Sasha and 
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Peter Kraus and bands including Juli, BAP and 
Leningrad Cowboys will perform on 16 different 
stages. This year's cultural highlights include concerts 
of classical music and a special exhibition to mark 
Kiel Week's 125th anniversary. And for the first ti.me 
Kiel Week is heading skywards: 70 teams are taking 
off in hot air balloons to compete in the first 
international Balloon Sail event. 


